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On Moral Tajle. 


Y moral tafte is here meant 
a difpofition of mind, or 
preparation of heart, to relith, or 
be difgufted with moral fubjects. 
An attempt will be made to fhow 
that there is fomething in the hu- 
man mind, of a moral nature, 
which bears a refemblance to the 
appetites of the-body, by which 
men have a preparation to be pleaf- 
ed or difpleafed with certaia kinds 
of food, fruits or liquors. 

Moral fubjeéts admit only of 
moral evidence, and not of math- 
ematical demonitration ; and when 
they are of an abftrufe nature, fix- 
ed attention and careful illuftration 
are neceflary, that their evidence 
may be clearly manifefted and 


fuitably imprefled. The fubject 


Soul 
—_ 


| other kinds. Different men are 
pleafed and difguited with differ. 
ent things ; fo that what is agree. 
able to one is loathfome to ano- 
ther, and what one regards with 
indifference, is exquifitely relifhed 
by his neighbor. This alfo takes 
place among animals of every {pe- 
cies; fo that they choofe different 
kinds of food. Something fimilar 
operates as really in {mellig and 
hearing, asintafling. And from 
alike caufe, people are led to pre- 





| pany and amufements. 


fer different employments, come. 
And this 
is fo powerful, that thofe things 
which highly entertain fome, do 
as ftrongly difguft others. 
2. Experience and obfervation 
equally prove that the affections 
| of being pleafed or difgutted by 


certain things, are in a degree pere 





to be now confidered, being of | manent, and continue the fame 
this nature, it is propofed to give | for years together, and frequently 
a fhort differtation on the tafte or | through life, when thofe things 
appetites of the body, which may | are applied to the tafte ; and that 
illuftrate and affilt in inquiring | they never can be contemplated 
into the moral tafte. without fome degree of defire or 


1. The univerfal experience and 
obfervation of mankind render it 
manifelt, that people are pleafed 
by tafting certain kinds of food 
and fruits, and are difgufted with 
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| abhorrence, accordingly as the 
| tafte is a preparation to be pleafed 
| or’ offended by them. There is 


| however many times a gradual, 
( 


and fometimes, by fome {pecial 


a 
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caufe, a fudden change, by which may be but little affeGted. If jn 
fome things which once pleafed , addition to this we expeé& to en. 
difguft, and which once difgufted joy it foon, the appetite is ftill 


pleafe ; and when the change has | 
taken place, it continues as per- | 
manent as other appetites.—From | 
thefe confiderations it feems to be 
evident, that there is a certain 
preparation in the organs of tafte, 
{mell, &c., to be pleafed or dif- 
pleafed with certain objects of | 
fenfe ; becaufe, wherever thefe 
objeéts are prefented, they uni- 
formly produce thofe effects, un- | 
lefs fome powerful caufe prevents | 
them. And this preparation of | 
palate is by common confent call- 
ed the tafte or appetite. And | 





men fay, ¢ They always have an | 


appetite for thefe things.’—The 
word tafte is alfo ufed in a ftill | 
more extenfive fenfe, and we {peak 
of a tafte, not only for food, but 
for mufic, company, polite accom- | 
plifhments, hiftory and many oth- | 
er things; meaning a preparation 
to be pleafed with them, and fuch 
a preparation as remains through 
life, or for along time, and is | 
proved by the uniform effects 
which they produce on every oc- 
cafion, when thofe things occur. 

3. This preparation to be fo 
pleafed or difpleafed, tho’ it re- 
mains in the palate continually, is 
never in exercife, unlefs the par- 
ticular food or fruits, which excite | 
pleafure or difpleafure, are tafted, 
feen, or at leaft tho’t of. The 
appetite, or preparation of the or- 
gans of talte lies dormant, and 
gives one no defire, pleafure, pain 
or other affection, until called in- 
to action by the object by which 
it is prepared to be affected. 

4. Wien the objcét of the ap- 
petite is prefented, then it acts, if 
nothing iiterfercs, in proportion 
to tis ftreogth and the vearneis of 
the object. Tf we but barely 





think of the object, the appetite | 


more affected. If it be bro’t ip 
fight, prepared to be eaten, if jt 
be {melt and contemplated with 
undivided attention, there js q 
great affe€tion of the organs of 
tafle, and the delire is powerful 
But it is only when actually re. 
ceived that the fenfation is mof 
exquifite. The appetite therefore 
is diftinét from aétually taiting 


‘the object, and from the pleafure 


or difguft it produces. It is the 
preparation, and thefe are the af. 
fections of the appetite. 

5. There may be an appetite 
for two kinds of fruit, and the 


| appetite for one of them may be 


much ftronger than for the other. 


_If both fhould be prefented at the 
fame time, and but one could be 


obtained, a decided preference 
might be given to one, becaufe 
the organs of tafte are adapted to 


be more exquifitely affected by 


one than by the other. Let one 
be a pomegranate and the other 
an orange, and I am unable to 
purchafe but one. _ I fhould with- 


out hefitation purchafe the pome- 


granate, for the fake of its talte, 
if both were prefented at the fame 
time. But I have a defire forthe 


orange alfo, and if I had the 


means, I would gladly procure 
both, and fhould eat both with 
pleafure. 

In certain circumftances how- 
ever, my appetite would lead me 
to purchafe the orange, in prefer 
ence to the pomegranate. Let 
the orange be now prefent, and 
the pomegranate cannot be ob- 
tained within an hour: It 1s out 
of fight, tho’ foon expected 5 but 
the orange is before me, 1 fee ity 
I {mell it, I contemplate it, ™Y 
eppetite is powerfully excited. 
lyut the pomegranate being at? 
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diftance, and unfeen, has much 
lefs effe&t on the appetite, and 
hence, after fome debate with my 
judgment, which would dire& me 
to wait an hour for the pomegran- 
ate, that would afford more pleaf- 
ure in the iffue, I purchafe how- 
ever, from prefent appetite, the 
orange. This is according to 
the known properties of the ap- 
petites. 

Mankind are agreed in acknow- 
ledging the exiftence of fuch ap- 
petites ; and it is reafonable from 
the uniform effeéts of their objets, 
to confider them permanent, tho’ 
often dormant ; the effeéts cannot 
in any other way be rationally ac- 
counted for. 

Therefore, if there be fome- 
thing in the moral affections of the 
mind, fimilar to thofe of the body 
in all thefe particulars, it is con- 
ceived, that it would be unreafon- 
able to. deny the exiftence of a 
moral appetite, tafte, difpofition 
or preparation to be pleafed or dif- 
pleafed with moral fubjeéts, ac- 
cording to the nature of the tafte. 
Let this refemblance or analogy 
be confidered. 

1. Univerfal experience and ob- 
fervation make it manifeft, that 
certain men appear to be pleafed 
with the dotrines of the gofpel, 
with the law of God, and with 
his fupremacy in the exercife of 
univerfal providence ; and that 
others are difpleafed with thefe 
things. This is alfo agreeable to 
the holy f{criptures, which teach 
us, that men either love God or 
are at enmity againft him. 

2. Obfervation and experience 
prove, that thefe affections of be- 
ing pleafed or difpleafed with 
God, and his government, are in 
a degree permanent, and continue, 
foas to form the general charac- 
ters of men ; and that they ufually 
take place, whenever thefe moral 
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fubje&s are ftrongly impreffed up- 
on and realized by the mind. 
With reference to this, the holy 
{cwiptures denominate fome men 
the friends, and fome the enemies 
of God. His friends have alfo a 
fixed abhorrence of fin, and his 
enemies delight in it. This is 
fully illuftrated in the different 
chara¢ters of men, given for our 
inftruétion, in the word of God. 

Among his friends, fome are 
more ufually, or more ftrongly af- 
fe&ted with one and fome with a- 
nother part of his difpenfations, 
as his law, his gofpel or his provi- 
dence ; and have a correfpondent 
fet of exercifes and duties, by 
which fome become more efpecial- 
ly exemplary in one part of Chrif- 
tian duties and exercifes, and fome 
in another. In the fame manner, 
fome who love fin, are given to de- 
traction, others te covetoufnefs, 
intemperance, profanenefs, or per- 
fecution of the people of God; 
and thefe propenfities become 
chara@teriftic of them. Thefe are 
as evidential of a permanent tafte 
or preparation of mind to be af- 
fe&ted with pleafure or pain by 
moral obje&ts, as the analogous 
affe&tions are of the natural tafte 
or appetites of the body. It is 
rational to confider them as the 
neceflary effects of moral tafte ; 
and they can be rationally ac- 
counted for in this way, and in 
no other. It is alfo true, that 
fometimes thefe moral affections 
are fuddenly changed, as in the 
cafe of Saul of Tarfus, and of 
the three thoufand at the memor- 
able day of pentecoft ; and then 
contrary affections become permae 
nent, which proves what the fcrip- 
tures call a change of heart; and 
is the fame that is meant by a 
change of moral ta{te or difpofi- 
tion of the mind towards fuch 
things, and is as evident as the 
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change of bodily appetites. This 
moral tafte is different from moral 


affections, and is the caufe of them, | 


or the preparation for them; and 
ftands in nearly the fame relation 
to the affeGiions, as the will does 
to its volitions, except that the 
tafte governs both the affections, 
aud the will, with its volitions. 

3. This preparation to be pleal- 

ed or offeuded with moral things, 
which we call the tafte or the 
heart, or the difpofition of mind, 
(for thefe are fynonimous words, ) 
tho’ by continual and repeated ob- 
ervations, it is found to remain 
conftantly in the mind, is never in 
exercife, unlefs thofe moral ob- 
jets with which it is prepared to 
be delighted or cifgufted, are pre- 
fented to its view. The tafte or 
heart lies dormant, as to thefe 
things, and produces no exercifes 
of the affeétions, is neither pleafed 
or offended, until called into aétion 
by the contemplation of the ob. 
ject with which it is prepared to 
be affected, that is, by moralthings. 
Thus the wife virgins often flum- 
ber and fleep. 

4. When the divine character, 
or the objeGt of the tafte is pre- 
fented, then it aéts i proportion 
to its flrength, the nearnefs of the 
object, and its being contemplated 
and realized with undivided atten- 
tion. If the true charaGer of 
God be bro’t into view, and be 
ferioufly coufidered, and the rela- 
tions in which we fland to him and 
his government, appear real and 
interefting, there will be a great 
affection of love or enmity, accord- 
ing to the nature of the heart or 
tafte. And hence it is that the 
people of God are exceedingly 
blefled in beholding him, and his 
enemies become exafperated to 
madnefs, when God and his gov- 
ernment are brought clearly into 
view. This was the cafe under 
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the miniftry of Chri and his 
apoitles, whom they perfecuted 
with extreme violence. 

5. There may be, and there is 
in believers while in this world, 
two taftes, refpe€ting moral fub. 
jects, in direé&t oppolition to each 
other ; one is pleafed with holj. 
nefs, and the other with the ob. 
jects of finful pleafure. In the 
holy fcriptures thefe are diftin. 
guifhed by the law of the mind, 
and the law in the members, or 
the new heart, and the carnal 
heart. “ [ find then a law, that 
when I would do good, evil is 
prefeat with me: for I delight in 
the law of God, after the inward 
man ; but I fee another law in 
my members, warring againtt the 
law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of fin, 
which is in my members. So 
then, with my mind, I myfelf 
ferve the law of God; but with 
the flefh. the law of fin.’”—Tn all 
true believers the holy tafe 
ftvonger than the finful one, or the 
fupreme objet ia which it delights 
is fo intinitcly fuperior to all the 
objects which pleafe the carnal 
tafte, that if both were felt and 
realized by the mind, at the 
fame time, and in the fame degree, 
a decided preference would always 
be given in favor of holinefs ; for 
the mind is prepared tc he more 
exquifitely delighted with God 
thao with any finful gratifications. 
«hou art my portion, O Lord.” 

But in certain circumflances, 
believers do actually ferve fin, and 
the finful tafte prevails. At fucn 
times, fome object, calculated t0 
inflame the finful tatte, is preient 
—is contemplatcd—the imagina- 
tion fired and the tafte ftrongly 
excited, and God is either not 
thought of at all, or his glory - 
little contemplated ; and ia ti 
way the finful tafte hurries the 
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man into evil exercifes. Thus 
David had his perverfe inclination 
or tafte enflamed, while God was 
out of view; fo that he did very 
great wickednefs. But when he 
refleed upon his fin in the pref- 
ence of God, he was filled with 
anguith of fpirit ; and faid, * My 
bones waxed old thro’ my roaring 
all the day long’—‘ Make me to 
hear joy and gladnefs, that the 
bones which thou haft broken 
may rejoice.’ 

ka all thefe particulars, the af- 
fe&tions of the mind are analogous 
to thofe of the palate ; and it is 
thought, do as fully prove a mor- 
al talte, which is the foundation 
of moral affeétions or exercifes, 
as the others prove an appetite, 
which is the foundation of the 
pleafure or difguft, which certain 
kinds of food or fruits give to 
men and other animals. 

Befides: It is thought, that 
this idea of a moral taite, diftine 
from moral exercifes, and the 
foundation of them, is fupperted 
by the holy fcriptures. Our 
Lord fays, ** Either make the 
tree good, and his fruit good, or 
elfe make the tree corrupt, and 
his fruit corrupt, for the tree is 
known by his fruit.” And again 
he fays, ** Ye fhall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thif- | 
ties? A good tree cannot bring | 
forth evil fruit, neither can a cor- | 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit.”’ 
The tree is here defigned to rep- | 
refent the moral quality of the | 
man, or his preparation for good | 
orevil exercifes, and the fruit, to | 
reprefent thofe exercifes, as ap- | 
pears by their conne¢tion. In 
one inftance, the tree is mention. | 
eda3; a mark to diftinguith falle | 
prophets, and in the other, it is | 
explained by the following words. | 
“ A good man, owt of the good | 





treafure of his heart, bringeth 
forth good things; and an evil 
man, out of the evil treafure, 
bringeth forth evil things.” Thefe 
words teach us, that there is the 
fame preparation in the heart to 
produce particular moral exercifes, 
good or evil, as in a tree to pros 
duce good or evil fruit ; that the 
heart or tafte is as diftin& from its 
affeGtions or exercifes, as the tree 
from its fruit ; and that the exer- 
cifes of the heart do as certainly 
and as necéffarily correfpond with 
its nature, as the fruits do with 
the nature of the tree. 

The fcriptures frequently ‘ufe 
the word Acart in the fame fenfe, 
fignifying the moral tafte. ‘They 
mention a ftony heart, an heart of 
ficth, a new heart, an honeft and 
good heart, a clean heart, an hard 
heart and a carnal beart, infuch a 
way asfeem neceflarily to imply a 
preparation or talte for holy or 
unholy exercifes. They alfo ex- 
prefély diftinguith between the 
heart and its exercifes. They 
mention, the defires of the heart, 
an heart which worketh miquity, 
and an heart that believeth. It is 
thought that this proves, that by 
the heart, when ufed in this man- 
ner, we are to underfland a moral 
tafte or difpofition. 

Again : That men havea moral 
tafte, and by nature a corrupt 
moral tafte, appears to be more 
fully confirmed by the confidera- 
tion, that mankind univerfally be- 
gin their lives with evil exercifes 5 
and unlefs renewed by the Holy 
Ghoft, they are wholly given to 
fin, at all times, and on all occa- 
fions, which is a feripture doc- 


| trine. When the chaia of their 


moral exercifes is difturbed by the 
molt furprifing incidents, or fuf- 
pended and broken off by fleep, or 
diverted from one object to anoth- 
er, in an infiuite variety of ways, 
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fill «« Every imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart is only evil | 
eontinually.”” This is naturally 
accounted for, on the idea that 
they have an evil heart or tafte, 
which is a continual preparation to 
love fin and hate holinefs, and 
that they have no other moral in- 
clination ; and that this remains 
independent of moral exercifes, 
and the foundation, faculty or 
principle of them ; for in this cafe, 
the tree muft always bring forth 
fuch fruit, or the heart fuch ex- 
ercifes. But if no fuch corrupt 
tafte or bias be fuppofed, recourfe 
muft be had to fome hypothefis 
more unnatural, and different from 











the ordinary method of divine op- | 
erations, by which God brings | 
about events by natural or moral | 
caufes, fometimes called the laws | 
of nature. And this hypothefis | 
mutt alfo contradi& the fcripture 
reprefentations, of corrupt ftreams, 
depending ona corrupt fountain, 
for their evil quality. It is be- 


lieved, that this is no {mall evi- | 
dence of a moral tafte, and of one | 


which is corrupt. 

Further : It is believed, that | 
the fcripture reprefentation of re- | 
generation brings a ferious argue | 
ment, in proof of the exiftence of 
amoral tafte. Regeneration is a_ 
change from fin to holinefs. In 
effeGting this, God takes away | 
the heart of ftone, and gives an 
heart of filefh. It is anevent never 
repeated in the fame perfon. In 
giving the new heart, God is rep- 
refented as doing fomething for a 
man, which he never does again, 
and which is different from theor- 
dinary operations of his fpirit, in 
carrying on the work of fan@tif- 
cation. And this correfponds 
with the idea, that regeneration is 
the communication of an_ holy 
talte, which begins to exterminate 


the original corrupt tafte. And 
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all that the feriptures fay of re. 
generation is intelligible in this 
view ; for that tafte is permanent, 
and whenever it is excited by con. 
templating God and the things 
which it relifhes, will put forth 
holy affe&tions.—But were we to 
difbelieveany fuch thing as an holy 
tafte, and fuppofe the heart to 
be nothing but a fimple chain of 
moral exercifes, we muft necefla. 
rily fuppofe, that there is nothing 
fpecial in regeneration, different in 
kind, from that which takes place 
at any other time, when God is 
pleafed to create an holy exercife 
in the foul, after it had been em. 
ployed in finful exercifes ; which 
feems to be contrary to the rep 
refentation, which the {criptures 
give us, of the importance, and 
efpecially of the peculiar nature 


of regeneration. 


The idea of moral tafte, as it 
has been explained, is alfo in per- 
| fe& conformity to that which the 
| feriptures affert concerning two 
oppofite laws, or propenfities in 
the Chriftian. Theold one isbut 
in part taken away in this life, and 
a new one is created.—This will 
therefore reafonably account for 
theinconftancy of believers. When 
obje&ts adapted to pleafe either 
tafte are brought near and con 
templated, that tafte prevails for 
the time. And the whole is per- 
feétly intelligible, which others 
wife would be a myftery. For 
Chriftians are confcious of ont, 
and fometimes of an oppofiteclals 
of moral exercifes, as according 
to the idea of amoral tatte, they 
muit be, when the objedts which 
pleafe either tafte are out of view. 

Moreover : The view we have 
taken of the fubjeét is calculated 
to imprefs on the mind the 1 
portance of the numerous direc 
tions, which God has given Us 
to avoid tempations, and to pry 
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' that webenotled intothem ; which | and the ufe of means dire&ted, that 
, would not appear fo evidently im- | we are to expect that God will 
portant, if we rejected the idea of | work in us, both to will and to 
: a moral tafteor difpofition of mind. | do, by his fpecial grace. In this 
. It peculiarly fhows us the impor- | way we are to give all diligence to 
; tance of avoiding the company | make our calling andeleétion fure. 
, and evil communications of the Further: The view now taken 
wicked, of meditating on the law | of this fubje& peculiarly helps us 
: of God, and of keeping the heart | to underftand, how it is, that the 
f with all diligence. For accor- | truths revealed in the fcriptures 
‘< ding to the idea that Chriftians | are the food of the faints. They 
; have two oppofite moral taftes or | grow by the fincere milk of the 
. inclinations, which are excited and | word, and are edified by the ufe of 
. put in aétion by the objeéts which | all Chriftian inftitutions. Thefe 
" are fuited to give them delight ref- | things excite holy affe€tions in 
b pectively, it is evidently of great | thofe who have an upright heart 
. confequence to make a covenant | or moral tafte, ftrengthen it, call 
h with our eyes and with all our | off the heart from objeéts of fin- 
. fenfes, not to prefent us with the | ful defire, fhow how evil and un- 
a objects fuited to inflame the finful | fatisfying they‘are, and wean the 
4 tafte; and that we do not fuffer | heart from them. We have oc- 
“ them to work upon our imagina- | cafion to admirethe mercy of God 
tions, left they hurry us into fin. | in the gift of his word and infti- 
it And it is equally neceffary, that | tutions, which fo often call our 
mi we keep thofe things in view con- | minds off from the objeéts which 
be tinually, which pleafe the holy | inflame the finful tafte, to medi- 
‘ tafte ; that we may have holy af- | tate on thofe which captivate an 
t. fe€tions, and be in the fear of the | holy inclination. Thus we have 
ut Lord allthe day long. Thus we | the {gbbath weekly, and daily calls 
ad may fet the Lord always before | to family and clofet prayer ; and 
“tl us, and ponder the path of life. | are taught to addrefs God when- 
™ Befides; As the appetites of | ever we fit down to our food, of- 
‘in the body are weakened by long | ten to read the fcriptures, attend 
- abfence of their objects, and men | the religious inftru€tion of chil- 
om become gradually weaved from | dren, and affociate with the peo- 
Cot them, andas they are ftrength- | pleof God. Thefe things feed 
- ened by frequent gratifications ; fo | the people of God, recover them 
wed avoiding temptations and finful | from temptations, habituate them 
” indulgencies tends to weaken and | to holy exercifes, and fo weaken 
om fubdue the corrupt tafte, and | the power of the corrupt, and 
lafs wean us from fin; and the conftant | ftrengthen the oe difpofition, 
ing fenfe of the perfeétions of God, | And accordingly, where thefe 
hey and the exercife of gracious af- | helps are not enjoyed, or are too 
“ch feCtions naturally tend to ftrength- | much negle&ted, Chriftians are 
a. en an holy difpofition or tafte. | fenfible of f{piritual decay. This 
on Thefe confiderations fhould en- | alfo may be confidered as another 
ned gage us to follow the direétions | evidence of the reality of amoral 
‘.. we have received, to avoid tempt- ! tafte. 
ise ation, and fet the Lord always Again: If there be an holy 
ef before us. The way to conquer | tafte, then believers will hunger 
way sto fly. And it is in obedience ' and thirit after righteoufnets ; 
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andif an evil one, then the wick- 
ed will have their minds on thofe 
ratifications which fuittheir tatte, 
and will be tempted and drawn 
away by their own lufts, juft as 
we find by fcripture, experience 
and obfervation that they are ; 
which, while it brings another 
evidence of a moral talte, at the 
fame time, calls us to examine 
ourfelves, and inftrués us by 
what means we may know our 
own hearts, even by their fruits, 
Finally : Men wuft be born 
again. We need good hearts, and 
a good heart or moral preparation 
is indeed an excellent treafure ; 
agreéable to the inftruction of our 
Lord, ** A good man, out of the 
good treafure of the heart, bring- 

eth forth good things.” 

CARDIA. 





A Narrative on the fubje& of Mif- 
ons : and a Statement of the 
Funds of the Mijfionary Society 


of ConneGicut, for the year 1803. 


Publifhed by order of the Truftecs 
. of the Society. 


MONG all the great events 
which have taken place 

within a few years paft, no one is 
more remarkable, than the fudden 
and extenfive ardor which has 
been excited, amony Chriftians, in 
almoft all parts of Chriftendom, 
to fpread the liyht of the glorious 
rof{pel of Chrift, and advance his 
Saacshens in the world. In Eu. 
rope, Chriitians, of every denom- 
ination, have united their efforts, 
to fend the gofpel to nations 
which are in total darkuefs, and to 
extend the means of falvation with 
refpec&t to thofe who but partially 
enjoy them. Many miifionary to-, 
cieties have been formed. The 
hearts of Chriftians have been o.- 
pened, to contribute liberally of 
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their earthly goods, for raifing ne. 
ceflary funds; and many intry. 
ments have been raifed up, ang 
endowed with extraordinary ze] 
and fortitude, who have been fent 
and are now laboring as miflion. 
aries in the moft diftant and yy. 
civilized parts of the world, 
The fame fpirit has operated, 
in a moft extraordinary manner, 
onthe hearts of Chriftians in A. 
merica. Withina few years patt, 
there have been fermed ten or 
twelve miffionary focieties, for the 
purpofe of furnifhing the inhab. 
itants in the new fettlements with 
the preaching of the gofpel, and 
the adminiitration of Chrittian or. 
dinances ; and of gofpelizing the 
tribes of Indians who inhabit our 
weltera frontiers. 

So extenfive a co-operation 
among Chriitians, to fpread the 
knowledge of Chrift and to ad. 
vance his kingdom in the world, 
affords great reafon to believe, 
that it is God’s defign to make 
fome uncommon advances, at lealt, 
towards the fulfilment of his pro- 
mife, to fill the earth  qwith th 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord.” 

A miffionary fociety was form- 
ed in Connecticut in June, A. D. 
1798. And, although at hit it 
was deftitue of the neceffary funds 
for carrying into execution the he. 
nevolent defigns of its in{litution, 
yet it has pleafed God to open the 
hearts of the people to contribute, 
publicly and privately, in fo liberal 
a manner, that the funds of the 
fociety have been uniformly 1 
creafing 5 notwithftanding a num 
ber of miffionaries have beea com 
ttantly employed. 

The fame zeal which has 
prompted the pious, by tei 
prayers and contributions, to % 
vance the miffionary caufe, ¥" 
naturally enkindle in them a delire 
and folicitude to know ia whet 
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manner the monies they have con- 
tributed have been ap splied, as well 
as the fuccefs which has attended 
miffionary labors. 

The Truftees of the fociety, 
therefore, as they have annually 
done, now prefent to the public 
the following narrative of their 
proceedings and tranfactions du- 
ring the paft year. 

There have been, in the courfe 
of the year 1803, thirteen mif- 
fionaries employed in the fervice 
of the fociety ; fome during the 
whole year, others for a fhorter 
period. The following is a fum- 
mary account of their labors and 
fuccefs, as far as can be colleGed 
from the various letters and jour- 
nals which have been received from 
them. From whence it will ap- 
pear, that miflionary labors have 
been extended over a vaft tract 
of country—that the hearts of 
many pious people have been 
made glad—that fome in fecurity 
have Gans awakened—and that 
there ftill remains abundant encou- 
tagement for the friends of the 
miflonary inftitution, not only to 
continue their exertions, but to 
redouble their zeal. 

At the clofe of the Narrative 
of 1802, it is faid, ** The Rev. 
* John Willard is wow laboring in 
‘ the fettlements adjacent to Con. 

‘necticut river, &c. But no par- 
‘ ticular accounts havebeen receiv- 
“ed from him.”?” The Board of 
Truftees have fince received a par- 
ticular journal of his miffionary la- 
bors ; from which it appears, that 
he ex neiel on his miffion the be- 
guning of Oober 1802, and) 
confiped his labors to the towns 
on each fide of ConneAicut river, 
in the northern parts of New- 
Hampfhire and Vermont. He 
continued to itinerate from one 
fettlement to another, for fixteen 
weeks, excepting three Sabbaths 
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which he fpent at Lunenburgh. 
He was employed in preaching, 
vifiting families and catechifing 
children as opportunity prefented. 
During the time he was in mif- 
fionary fervice, he travelled 650 
miles—preached forty fix times— 
formed one church—adminiflered 
baptifm to five perfons, catechifed 
children, and vifited more than a 
hundred families 

Mr. Willard writes, ** J can 
‘ truly fay, [ never {pent thirteeen 
‘ weeks in my life more agreeably 
‘ than when IJ was upon miffionary 
¢ fervices, the’ the bufinefs was fa- 
‘ tiguing ; wherever I went I was 
‘cordially received. In fundry 
‘ inftances, it feemed as tho’ my 
‘ labors were attended with fuc- 
‘ cefs.”’ He further informs, that 
in general the people were ready 
to hear the word ; and manifefted 
a high degree of gratitude, for the 
benevolent exertions which have 
been made to furnifh them and 
other infant fettlements with the 
preaching of the gofpel. The 
account Mr. Willard gives is con-’ 
firmed by fev eral letters from fome 
of the inhabitants in the places 
where he labored, which exprefs a 
high degree of gratitude for the 
atteation ‘which has been paid 
them, and earneft folicitations that 
they may ftill fhare in the benev- 
olent exertions of the Miflionary 
Society of Conneéticut. 

In the laft Narrative it is men- 
tioned that the Rev. edidiah 
Bushnell was reappointed a miffion- 
ary, with directions to vifit the 
towns and fettlements in the {tates 
of New-York and Vermont where 
he had formerly labored. The 
following extract from his Jour- 
rial contains a general account of 
his miflion : 

“ T commenced my miffion 
‘the 18th of May 1802, and was 
‘gone 40 weeks. Twenty one 
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‘weeks I fpent as a miffionary ; 
* and 19 I preached as a candidate 
‘ without expenfe to the fociety. 
‘During my miffion I preached 
© 120 fermons; attended 20 public 
© conferences ; adminiltered the 
© facrament of the Lord’s fupper 5 
“times ; and baptized 43 children 
“and 4 adults, ‘Thefe mifhonary 
¢ labors were performed, the moft 
© of them, in infant fettlements and 
¢ churches which I had formerly 
‘ vifited, with a few exceptions ; 
‘and in places where I thought 
* the neccflities of the people and 
‘ the caufe of religion required.” 

“ Through my whole miffion I 
‘have been treated kindly by the 
* people ; and have found the 
* young churches generally to bear 
‘ fruittotheglory of Chrift. Some 
‘ of them appear with hardly that 
‘life that they once did, but 
‘ fome give evidence that their lait 
‘works are more than the firft. 
‘Ifthe fhowers in the wildernefs 
‘are not fo heavy as they have 
~ heen, the cloud is more generally 
‘fpread, and there is a divine 
* dropping of Heavenly rain, almoft 
‘throughout the wildernefs ; fo 
* that Sion begins to raife her head 
‘in many places, above her ene- 
‘mies, and looks like ua army 
* with banners ; fhe is not only in- 
* vigorated, but confolidated and 
© extended.”’ 

After he had completed his mif- 
fion, Mr. Bushnell was reappointed 
a miffionary to labor in the north- 
weltern part of Vermont, fuch a 
portion of the time as he could be 
{pared from the people of Corn- 
wall in that ftate, where he has 
been recently inftalled. Ina let- 
ter dated December sth, he ob- 
ferves ; 

“ Refpefting my prefent mif- 
‘fion, I have ftpent 13 weeks in 
* the fervice of the fociety ; princi- 
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‘ties upon the welt fide of the 
* mountain, and among the moun. 
‘tains. I have been twice near} 
‘to the northern line of the fate, 
‘ and once eattward of the moun. 
 tain.”” 

Towards the clofe of the Nar. 
rative for 1802 it is faid, The Rey, 
Samuel Leonard is itinerating in the 
northweftern parts of Vermont, 
But no account had then been re. 
ceived of his mifliouary fervices, 
The Truftees liave fince’ had par. 
ticular information, by feveral let. 
ters from him. By a letter dated 
Poultney, February 28, 1803, 
it appears that he commenced his 
miflionary labors December 4, 
1802. From Poultney he pro. 
ceeded on a tour through a large 
number of towns, which contin. 
ued for five weeks. He thenre- 
turned to Poultney. In thistour 
he preached 30 fermons—attea- 
ded 11 conferences, and adm. 
itered baptifm to ove child, be 
fides making many family vifits. 

On Tuefday, March 11, 1803, 
Mr. Leonard began another mil- 
honary tour of 11 weeks ; in 
which he vifited many of the 
new fettlea towns ; and preach. 
ed, vifited the fick and from houle 
to houfe—attended many conier- 
ences, and adminiitcred the ordi- 
nances of baptifm and the Lord’s 
fupprr. 

He writes, “ In the whole 11 
weeks I have preached 60 fer- 
mons—attended 24 conferences 
—baptized 1g perfons—received 
nine into the church, andadmin- 
iftered the communion fourtimés. 
My lait tour has been chiefly 12 
the new townfhipswhere miffion- 
aries have fcarcely been. Peo 
ple have been attentive to mect- 
ings, and treated me with hol: 
‘ pitality. Many have exprefled 
‘a high fenfe of gratitude, to the 
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‘¢ of Conneticut, for the exertions 
‘ they have made for their future 
‘well being. I think I have 
‘ found, in every town, occafion 
‘to thank God and take cour- 
‘ age.” 

Mr. Leonard has fince been 
another fhort miffionary touramong 
the fettlements in the northweft- 
ern parts of Vermont, in many of 
which there has been for fome 
time paft a revival of religion ; 
and numbers have been added to 
the Lord.— 

New Conneéticut opens a wide 
and extenfive field for miflionary 
labors. It contains upwards of 
fifty new fettled towns, and by 
perfons and families from differ- 
ent parts of thecountry, but chiefly 
from Conneéticut. The Truftees 
of the Miffionary Society, as ap- 
pears from preceding narratives, 
early turned their attention to the 
flate of thofe infant fettlements. 
At the commencement of the 
year 1803, there were two mif- 
fionaries in New Conne@ticut. 
The Rev. Meflrs. Foseph Badger 

and Ezekiel F. Chapman. 

Mr. Badger has “continued in 
the fervice of the fociety through 
the whole of the paft year. From 
feveral letters containing a jour- 
nal of his labors and fervices, it 
appears, that he has travelled 
through a great part of the fettle- 
ments—preaching, vifiting fami- 
lies and fick perfons—formin 
churches—catechifing children— 
attending conferences, andconver- 
fing with individuals—That peo- 
ple in general were ready to hear 
preaching, although fome were 
difpofed to make oppofition. 
He found fome ferious and atten- 
tive Chriftians in molt of the fet- 
tlements he vifited, and many in- 
ftances occurred of individuals who 
were under deep religious impref- 

fions. Mr. Badger repeatedly 
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mentions the great need of more 
miffionarylabors than can be per- 
formed by the miffionaries already 
appointed for that extentive field. 

Mr. Badger fill continues to la- 
bor as a miflionary in that country, 
and manifeits great zeal and en- 
gagednefs in the miffionary caufe. 
In many inftances his labors have 
been attended with a divine blefs- 
ing, and numbers through his in- 
ftrumentality have been broughtto 
aknowledge and love of the truth. 
—By late accounts from New 
Conneéticut it appears that there 
is avery general revival there; 
that it has extended to moit of 
the fettlements, and its effeéts are 
fimilar to thofe of the revival in 
Kentucky and other fouthern 
ftates. The harveft there is truly 
great and the laborers are few. 
It is hoped therefore that the pi- 
ous people of this ftate will pray 
earneltly to God to raife up and 
qualify fuitable laborers for that 
extenfive field ; and that they 
will cheerfully contribute of their 
earthly fubflance to enable the 
Truitees to fupport a competent 
number of miflionarics there and 
in other places where they are 
wanted. 

The Rev. Ezchiel ¥. Chapman 
left New Connecticut about the 
middle of April lait. In the 
time he was on his miflion, which 
was about a year and a half, he 
rode more than 2000 miles— 
“ preached 180 times—adminif- 
‘ tered the ordinances of baptifm 
‘ and the Lord’s fupper—catechi- 
¢ fed andinftructed children—vifit- 
‘ed families and converfed with 
‘ parents and children, and per- 
‘ formed other miffionary labors.” 

Mr. Thomas Robbins of Nor- 
folk was appointed a miffionary in 
May laft, to fupply the place of 
Mr. Chapmanin New Connecticut. 
On the zoth of July following he 
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was ordained by the North Con- 


fociation in Litchfield county, as 
preparatory to his entering on his 
miffion. He fet out feous Nor- 
folk for New Conneéticut the 2 5th 
of Auguft. A letter has been 
reeeived from him, dated Carlifle 
{ Penn. ), October 10, about 40 
days from the time he left Nor- 
folk,in which he writes, he “rode 
470 miles—preached 39 times 
6 attended two cornferences— 
¢ addminiftered the {acrament of 
‘the Lord’s fupper once—wvifited 
‘fick perfons—catechifed chil- 
‘dren, and endeavored to give 
¢ much initruGuicn.” 
Thefe fervices were performed | 
vin the fettlements on the Sufque- 
hannah through which Mr. 2od- 
bins was direéied to travel asa mif- 
fionary on his way to New Con- 
necticut ; and it appears trom his 
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letter that thefe fettlements are in | 


great need of the labors of faith- 

ful, zealous miffionaries to preferve 
P 

them from the baneful influence of 


| 
| 
| 


errorifts whoare indultrioufly prop- | 


agating the moit pernicious opin- 
ions. By another letterfrom Mr. 
Robbins, recently received, it ap- 
pears that he reached New Con- 
ne¢ticut the latter end of Novem- 
ber, having been detained feveral 
weeks by ficknefs in the wellern 
part of Pennfylvania. He men- 
tions that there is a very general 
revival of religion in the back 
counties of that fate, and many 
inftances of falling fimilar to dioke 
in Kentucky. Having been an 
eye witnefs to thefe and attentive- 
ly obferved them, he is convinced 
they proceed from the power of 
God and are not te be accounted 
for upon any natural principles. 
Mr. Rollins will labor in concert 
with Mr. Badger and with a third 
miffionary who is foon to be fent 
there ; the Truftees having deter- 
mined to keep three there for the 
Current year. 
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The Rev. Mefirs. Seth Willistor 
and Fames W. Woodward wey: 
appointed miflionaries to occup 
and labor in the fame field which 
they improved the laft year ; viz, 
the wellern counties of Ney. 
York, and northern counties of 
Pennfylvania. 

From the letters aad journal of 
Mr. Williston, it appears that he 
made three eo iia tours, prom 

Nov. 10, 1802, to May 14, 180 
The firft confifted of eleven weeks $y 
which were {pent in the Shintien 
of Luzerne and Wayne in Penn. 
{fylvania, and terminated the latter 
part of January 1803. In which 
Mr HW ‘iiliston prea ched ofte: j—=y}{. 
ited families and attended confer. 
In fome places he found 
a f{pecial attention to the great 
concerns of futurity, and in general 


ences. 


la difpotition to hear the word. 


He gives the following account 
of the itate of religion in the 
counties of Wayne and Luzerne. 
‘ The counties of Wayne and 
‘ Luzerne, as far as they came into 
my view, call for our compaffion, 
our prayers and our exertions. 
The number of apparent Chrif- 
tians is, comparatively, few. Stull 
[ found the people more hofpita- 
ble and kind, and more attentive 
to meetings | than I expected.— 

There is n¢ a fingle minifter of 
the codes rational or Prefbyte- 
¢ rianorder, in ‘thefecounties. The 
profpeét, as it refpeéts the firm 
eflablifhment of gofpel order, 15 
exceedingly gloomy. =) hope, 
notw! thltanding all thefe gloon i 
and forbidding appearances, t! cat 
God has ial in ftore for th 

people. 1 he attention which i he 
has lately dif fpofed the different 
miflionary focieties to pay 10 
them, gives me great en \courag te 
ment. I remember, that when 
Chrift was on earth, he feat fos th 
his difciples, two and tw 0, wh ite 


Tr he himfelf TW ould come.’ 
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On the 22d of February 1803, 
Mr. Williston entered on his fec- 
und tour, to confift of five weeks ; 
to be fpent principally in the 
a of Steuben. In this tour 

e preached between 30 and 40 
fermons—attended feveral confer- 
ences, befides converling with fam- 
liesand individuals, Me 


On the whole he 
writes, ** This was a field 
f labor to me. , This county is 
hit it thinly inhabited. Its fitua- 
‘ton, In a religious point of light, 
is truly affe&ting. There is no 
: Prefbyterian or Congregational 
‘church in it.’? 
Mr. Wilfston began a third tour, 
confift of three weeks, April 
2p ope a part of the counties of 
» Cayuga and Onondaga ; 

S anal the 1oth of } May 

owing. 

He preached about zo fermons, 
ddides attending many conferen- 
asand viliting families. He alfo 

ended aconvention of miniflers 

delegates from churches, 

wh ich met for the purpofe of 
ning a plan for an Aflociation, 
the ‘military traat. He exam- 
dfome as to their G' valifications 
for admiffion into the communion 
of tt ie church, and admitted fome 
» had been previoufly examin- 
ed, He adminiitered the Lord’s 
pper, and baptized feveral per- 


ions, 


in fome places. 
ncw 


At the clofe of his narrative of 
tts miffion he obferves, ** The 
‘field of this laft miffion is one of 
‘the mott fruitful parts of thenew 
‘ tettlements. 
‘awakening among th 


© ny. cr 
pe\ae 


C peopie at 
elenty except one new on the 
. decline. 
‘whom I had a more pace 
‘ opportunity, gen erally cor mplai ain 
‘ot not fe cling that intere fej lil re- 


onw hich they] Hape they hay e 


ryt . . . ' 
Phere isno {pecial 
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¢ felt in days paft. Theyare figh- 
‘ ing for the more ftated ordinan- 
‘ces of the Lord’s houfe. In 
é fome places, they are taking fome 
‘meafures to enjoy them. The 
‘ truly pi ious {till make but a {mall 
¢ part of the infant fettlements.— 
‘ Thefe defire, and fome of them 
‘ pant after the horfe of the Lord, 

‘andthe ftated adminiftration of 


| © the word and ordinances.” 





The Chiriftians with | 


In June laft Mr. Willistonmade 
a vifit to Connecticut, and foon 
returned to Lifle where he was in. 
fialled, as the ftated paftor of the 
church in that place, with permif- 
fion to labor as a miflionary a part 
of the time as he had done be- 
fore. In the courfe of the fall he 
performed two fhort miffionary 
tours, amounting to feven weeks, 
among the fettlements on the head 
waters of the Sufquchannah. 
Dyring thefe miffions he preached 
about 50 times ; adminiftered the 
facrament of the Lord’s fupper 4 
times ; baptized 6children ; affift- 
ed in the formation of one church; 
admitted feveral perfous to com- 
munion 3 attended conferences, 
and vilited families. 

Mr. Woodward, who was ap- 
pointed to aétin concert with Mr. 
Wil istom, began a tour from Lifle 
into the ieichaiin parts of Penn- 
fylvania, the latter part of Oc- 
ober 1802, and continued it till 
January 24th, 1803 ; and thenre- 
iurned to Lifle. He employed 
the time in preaching on Sabbaths 
aud week days—vifiting families 
and attending on conferences. 

On the 28th of January he pro- 
ceeded to the military traét, in 
the weflern part of New-York, 
where he performed miflionary fer- 
vices till the beginning of March 
following. He then revifited the 
northeri counties in Pennfylvania 
ziid coutinued hismiffionary labors 
among them, till about the middle 
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of May, when he returned again 
to Lifle. 

Mr. Wocdward’s report of the 
religious ftate of thofe fettlements 
through which he paifed, perfect- 
ly agrees with that of Mr. Wil- 
liston alveady related. In the fev- 
eral towns which Mr. /¥oodward 
vifited, he preached about 180 
fermons—adminiftered the Lord’s 
fupper 8 times—baptized one 
adult and 38 children : Among 
which are included 6 houfeholds, 
containing 25children. He writes, 


«‘ People in general have been | 
‘ friendly to the defign oa which | 


¢ I was fent.”’ 


The 19th of May above men-— 
tioned, Mr. Woodward again left | 
Lifle, and proceeded on the way | 
to revifit the northern counties in | 


Pennfylvania ; and again returned 


to Lifle the 24th of Augutt fol- | 
Wood. | 


lowing. In this tour Mr. 
ward travelled over a large num- 
ber of fettlements ; notonly attend 
ing on conferences, making fam- 
ily vifits, &c. but he preached be- 


tween 70 and 80 fermons—bap- | 


tized 3 perfons—afliited in exam- 
ining feveral perfons for commun- 
ion ; and in the formation of one 
church, confiiling of 27 mem- 
bers.) 

Mr. Woedevard in a letter ob- 
ferves ; *¢ In places which I vifited 
* laft fpring, I think there is an in- 
* creafed attention tothe word. It 
‘is a country which greatly needs 
‘reforming. The ftate of the 
‘ country claims the pity and the 
* prayers of faints.” 

Mr. Woodevardcontinucdtoitin- 
erate 2s a millionary till towards 
the clofe of the year, when he re- 
turnedto Hartford. The follow- 
ing extra&t from his journal con- 


tains a fummary view of his whole | 


miffion. 
“¢ Since Oober 7th, 1802, I 
‘have preached 321 times: bap- 
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‘tized 51 children and 3 adults. 
‘adminiftered the Lord’s fupper 
‘10 times ; affifted in formince ; 
* churches ; attended conferences: 
‘ vifited fchools and private ay 
‘lies. I have vifited moft of the 
‘fettlements in Luzerne and 





‘ Waynecounties, excepting thofe 
© on the Delaware river, and fome 
‘of them three or four time; 
© Miffionariesare cordially received 
‘by many in this country, and 
‘happy fruits attending theirlabors 
‘are apparent. I travelled into 
* Northumberland county and vif. 
‘ited a few fettlements there be. 
| tween the north and wetter 
‘branches of the Sufquehannah 
‘river. In the ftate of New- 
‘York, my labors were chiefly 
* confined to thecounties of Tiog: 
‘and Chenango. I have been 
‘kindly treated in moft places 
© which I have vifited, and my I: 
bors have been gratefully r- 
‘ ceived.”” 

Mr. /Voodzward is re-appoited 
a Miffionary for this year and its 
expected will foon revifit the field 
of his former labors. 
| Mr. Samuel P. Robbins was ap- 
| pointed a miflionary, to labor 
among the inhabitants on Black 
River and partsadjoining. Ale. 
ter was received from him, dated 
| Rutland (No. 3) and Lowwill, 
| (No. 11) O@ober rothand sth, 
1803, when his miflionary ap 
| pointment was about half expire¢. 
—He began his miffionary la 
bors atCamden. From theacehe 
went wellward about 20 mils 
“ preaching in different neighbor 
‘hoods, 3, 4 and 5 miles apart. 
Thence he proceeded to stel- 
ben. Heobferves, “ Peopletret 
| © me kindly wherever I go, a ¥*y 
‘ few inftances excepted.” From 
Steuben he proceeded to the nve" 
| preaching in every fettlement °° 





making family vilits. 
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‘ have time, and vifit all the places 
‘I ought—I have been kindly 
© received, &c.”’ 

Mr. Williams returned from his 
miffion about the firft of January 
and gave the following fummary 
account of his labors: ‘*I preached 
‘ y11 times; vifited feveral {chools; 
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Hepurpofesfinifhing hismiffion, 
; by revifiting the fettlements of 
weftern Camden. Thence to pro- 
ceed through Redfield (Salmon 
River county) to Ellifburgh, 
Perch River, Catfifh Creek, &c. 
Then return to Knoxville, and 
palsthrough the river towns home- 


ws 
ve 
<i. > 


eu” See OD 
2 - 
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el 


° ward. Mr. Robbins in his letter | ¢ vilitedafew perfonswhowere fick; 

. oblerves, “* The ftate of religion, | ¢ and attended feveral church meet- ate 
{ ‘m general, in thiscountry israth- |‘ ings. I have heard many expref- Ce 
4 ‘erlow. Oh, howmuch the peo- | ¢ fions of gratitude to God and to ye-* 
' ‘ple here need the miniltrations of | ‘ the Miflionary Society for the la- 5 

. ‘the gofpel !” ‘bors of miffionaries ; and have ‘ 
. Ata late meeting of the Truf- | § feen abundant evidence of the 

. tees it was voted that Mr. Robbins | ¢ good effets of thofe who have 

7 hould be requefted to continue in | ¢ been employed before me, in the 

h that country till the firft of May | ¢ counties to which I was fent ; 

next. ‘ and I fee very great need of the 

y Mr. Thomas Williams was ap- | ¢ continuance of miflionary fervi- 

4 pointed a Miflionary for 4 months. | ‘ ces among the people in that 

‘4 


“n The field of labor affigned him, 


was the counties of Delaware and 


region.” 
The Truftees, at their meeting 





2. Otfego in the ftate of New-York. | the beginning of January, re-ap- 
t- He began his miffionary labors | pointed Mr. Williams a miffionary 


about the beginning of September | to the fame counties for one 
lat. By a letter, dated at Mer- | year ; and deeming it expedient 


30, it appears he began his labors 
inthe county of Delaware, except- 
ing one fabbath which he fpent 
at Worcefter, in the county of 
Otfero. He had then fpent 4 
weeks in the county of Delaware ; 
aad had vifited every fettlement 
in the county, excepting two. 
He had preached 28 fermons— 
vilited forne fick perfons, and fam- 
ilies in which there were perfons 
under ferious impreffions. In his 
letter he obferves, “* The hearers 
‘have generally been attentive. 
‘In fome inftances, fearcely a mo- 
‘tion during fermon. Ia almoft 
‘ every place, there have been fome 
‘tears. Chriftians, in many in- 
‘ {tances, appear to have been revi- 
‘ved and itrengthened. Such has 
‘ been the appearance, in moft 
* places, that J have wifhed to fta 


‘wager, than I fuppofed I could -' 


13 edith (Delaware county) Sept. | that he fhould be ordained previ- 


| oufly to his entering on his miffion, 
| voted to requeft the Affociation 
|of Windham county, of which 
| he is a licentiate, to ordain him as 
| an Evangeliit. 

| About the middle of Decem- 
‘ber, the Rev. Jra Hart finifhed a 
| miflionary tour of twelve weeks in 
'the Black River country. The 
| following is an abftraét of his 
| journal : During my miffion, | 
|‘ preached 55 fermons ; attended 
‘ feveral conferences ; vifited and 
‘ prayed with the fick and attend- 
‘ed funerals. I formed two 
‘ ies one in Leyden, con- 
¢ fifting of 15 members, and one in 
‘ Lowville, confifting of 16, to 
‘ which there isa profpe& that fev- 
‘ eral additions will foon be made. 
‘TI alfo met with feveral churches 
¢ which had been previoufly form- 
‘ed, and attempted to heal divi- 
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‘fons and compofe difficulties 
¢ which had fprung up, for want of 
‘ aregular adminiltration of Chrif- 
‘tian ordinances and difcipline. 
¢ During my miffion, I adminif- 
‘ tered the facrament of the Lord’s 
- fupper 6 times, and baptized 4 
‘ adults and 14 children. 
‘in almoit every place fome indt- 
‘ viduals under ferious impreflions, 
¢ and in Turin a very confiderable 
- revival of religion. 1 was receiv. 
‘ed in almoft every inflance with 
‘ sreat kindnefs, and treated with 
‘ polite attention ; and* though 
‘there may be fome who would 
‘ rejoice to hear no more cf mif- 
‘ fionaries, and to be left to walk 
‘in the light of their own eyes, 
‘ this cannot be faid of the people 
‘in general. The fettlements on 
‘ Black River are increafing with 
‘an unexampled rapidity, and 
‘loudly call for mifonary labors 
¢ among them, till they fhall be 
‘ able to fettle minifters.”’ 

The Rev. Calvin Ingals is now 
ona miflion to the northeaitern 
parts of Vermont. No intelli- 
wence has been received from him. 

The Truftees have voted that 
another miflionary be fent for the 
year to the northweltern parts of 
Vermont ; and one for fix months 
to the fettlements on Black River, 
and on the Ofwegotchee ; and 
alfo one for four months to the 
fettlements in the vicinity of the 
fouth end of lake George. 

(To be continued.) 
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DIALOGUE 


ITT. 
~ 
James. 
WY E will now, if vou pleafe, 
enteron the fubieéi which 
ve began, at our lait interview. 
You believe the fpecial agency of 
the fpirit neceilary foy the falva- 


I found | 


| he commot Le got 
by the common grace of the gof. 


| 


} 


| 
| 


| gent beings, to love, ferve and o. ° 


| of fpecial grace. 
| God, arifing from his perfeAioy; 
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tion of any one. If God alway, 
works in men, to will and to do 
of his own good pleafure, wha: 
does he ever do more, which y. vu 
diftinguifh by a fpecial or an jize. 
fiftible operation ? 

John. It will be neceffary for 


me firft, to explain what I mean 
pel, in order to give you my ideas 
The law of 


is eternally binding on all intelli. 


_ bey him, with all their powers, 


unceatingly ; for he is infinitely 
deferving and lovely in his nature, 
and one deviation from this law 
mutt neceflarily bring fin, guil 
and mifery ; and it being impofl. 
ble ever afterwards for beings to 
render to God more than all their 
love and obedience, fo it will be 
mnpoilible for them to atone for 
the ica t offence, and according to 


' ftrict juftice they muft eternally 


But Got, 


defewve punifhment. 


| from his own felf-moving good- 


could be jull and yet the juttiher 


\ ee - 
| quence of Chrift’s atonement, le- 


nefs, concerted a plan whercby he 


3 #8 ° 


T 


oT cvs y dne that believeth in Je- 
he fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten lon 
aranfom, that whofoever belie 
eth on him might not perifa, but 
have everlatling life. In cénic- 


re 


185 for 


vation is offered to all mankind, 


‘that will throw down the weapons 
| of their rebellion, and repent 0! 
‘ther fins, and look alone to Jets 


Chnilt for jullification. The m- 
vitation is, whofoever will may 
come and partake ef the wait 
of life freely —fo that all who t's 
may now embrace the terms 0! 
falvation, as ealy as they can pal 
take of a rich feaft, provided bY 
a generous friend, who invites 
them in the moft kind and tendt! 
mauner te receive it, without me 








‘a fpirit of fupreme felfifhnefs, with 
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ney and without price. This free 
provifion of falvation, with the 
prefling invitations to receive It 
and every good that flows from it, 
is what I call common grace. I 
call it common, becaufe tt is offer- 
ed to all who enjoy the light of 
the gofpel.— God warns, calls and 
invites finners to embrace the gof- 
pel, with his {pirit, word, provi- 
dence, judgments and mercies, 
exprefled in various ways. God 
“ commands men every where *0 
repent ;’’—but mankind, poflefling 


to fulfil the lufts thereof, and 
with one accord they begin to 
excufe themfelves, and refufe the 
kind invitations of the gofpel feats | 
and one will go to his farm, and 
another to his merchandize, not- | 


withftanding the feaft was provid- 





ed at the expenfe of the precious 
blood of the Son of God; and | 
not one of all the race of Adam | 
would ever participate of it, if | 
God did not by the fpecial agency | 
of his divine fpirit compel them | 
to come in, by working in them | 
hoth to will and to come, that | 
Chrift might fee the travail of his | 
foul and be fatisfied. When God | 
by his {pirit works in his people to | 
will, that is, to exercife true faith | 
and repentance, it is what I call 
the fpecial operation of the holy 
{pirit. 

Fames. Do you believe that 
none ever exercife true faith and 
repentance except thofe who will, 
finally be faved ? 

‘John. I conceive this to be a 
doctrine fully taught in fcripture. 
It is evident that Chrift has a 
chofen people in diftinG@tion from 
the world. The feriptures fay, 
“Thy people fhall be willing in 
the day of thy power.” Again: 
“and he fhail give you another 
comforter, that he may abide with 





you forever, even the fpirit of 


Vout. 1V. No. 9. 
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truth, whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, becaufe it feeth him not.’’ 
Again: “that he fhould give 
eternal life to as many as thou haft 
given him.” = Chrift faith, “I 
pray not for the world, but for 
them thou haft given me, for they 
are thine.”’? It is farther evident 
that Chrift’s chofen people receive 
a new heart, and are born again 
by the power of the Holy Ghoft. 
—God faith, “ And I will give 
them a heart to know me, that I 
am the Lord, and they fhall return 
unto me with their whole heart.’’ 
«¢ And I will put my fpirit within 
you and caufe you to keep my 
ftatutes.”” << But according to 
his mercy he faved us, by the 
wafhing of regeneration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoit.” 
«¢ But as many as received him, 
to them he gave power to become 
the fons of God, which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flefh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.” « For God who 
commanded the light to fhine out 
of darknefs, hath fhined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jefus Chrift.’’ 

Fames. If it bea fa&t, that 
fuch an entire change of heart is 
wrought in thofe who are renew- 
ed by the fpirit of God, why do 
we not fee its fruits acted out in 
their lives andconverfation ? Why 
are they not holy, harmlefs, unde- 
filed, and feparate from finners 5 
which was peculiarly chara@tertic 
of Chriit? The impreffion of a 
feal gives a perfe& image of its 
original, 

‘Fobn. The: fupreme bias or 
inclination of their heart, is after 
the i of Chrift. « He that 
hath ithe fpirit of Chrift is 
none of his.”” In this world they 
are fan¢tified only in part, they 
have the remains of fin in them; 

: 
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they have a law in their members, 
warring againft the law of their 
mind, fo that they, with their 
mind, ferve the law of God, but 
with their flefh, the law of fin. 
They delight in the law of God 
after the inward man ; fin becomes 
their greateit encmy, and when 
they fee it inthemfelves, they loath 
themfelves and repent in duft and 
afhes, aud cry with the apoftle, 
“O wretched man that I am, 


who fhall deliver me from the bo- 
dy of this death !’’—Chniftians are 


not free from fin and temptations. 


They. fometimes fall into great | 


crimes, but it appears to be a uni- 
form rule of God’s difpenfations 
to bring them to true humility and 
unfeigned repentance, and to lead 


them to confels, with the deepeft 


contrition of {pirit; as we fee in 
David, Peter and many cther an- 
cient faints. But every one that 
is created anew in Chrilt Jefus, is 
created unto good works, and let 


any one make ever fo high profef- 
fion of religion, if he does not 
bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance we nave no evidence that he 


isborn of God.“ By their fruits 
ye fhallknowthem.” This great 
change confiits in having the fu- 
preme affe€tions of men’s hearts 
taken from f/f, and placed on 
God, fo that they love God’s ho- 
ly character independent of any 
expected good to themfelves. 
Fames. tis not poffible in the 
nature of things, that infants 
fhould be capable of thofe exer- 


cifes which you fuppofe abfolute- | 
ly necefiary for falvation, and of | 


courfe all who die in infancy, 
agreeable to your ideas are inevit- 
ably loft. ; 

Fobn. Infants are a 
iature, and poflefs the fac- 
ulties as men, only in a very {mall 


degree. If they are not menin 
muniature, I would thank you to 
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inform me at what period they be. 

come fo. If infants poffefs ail 

the faculties of men, however 
| {mall the degree, even if it is lefg 

than we can conceive of, then 
| God is as able to regenerate them 

by the fpecial operation of his 
| {pirit, and change their natures ag 

he is anadult. For it is written, 
1 Out of the mouth of babes and 
‘fucklings thou haft perfeded 
| praife,”’ and it appears from {crip. 
ture that Samuel, Jeremiah, and 
John the baptift were regenerated 
in childhood. 

James. It appears evident from 
| feripture that real Chriftians may ° 
fall from grace, which if fa&, will 
totally deftroy your idea of f{pecial 
grace ona certain number only. 

Fohn. IT would thank you to 
quote thofe paffages of fcripture 
which you f{uppofe eltablifh the 
pofhibility of true Chriitians fal- 
ling from a {tate of holinefs, fo as 
finally to fail of falvation. 

James. I conceive the dotrine 
very fully taught. The Apoftle 
fpeaks in pofitive language to 
fome of the Church, “ Ye are 
fallen from grace.’ Again, “But 
if any man draw back, my foul fhall 
have no pleafurein him:” * Hold- 
ing faith and a good confcience, 
which fome having put away, con- 
| cerning faithhave made fhipwreck. 
| When a righteous man turneth 
"away from his righteoufnefs, and 

committeth iniquity, and dieth in 

them, for his iniquity that he hath 

done, fhall he die.”? And every 
_ command to watch and pray and 
be ftedfaft, implies, that there 1s 
not only a poffibility but oe 
| great danger of Chriftians finally 
| falling away to everlaiting deftruc- 
tion. 

Fohn. Tacknowledge, if there 
were no other paffages of {crip- 
ture on the fubjeét, except thofe 
"you have quoted, I fhould fay thefe 
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imply it, but not pofitively declare 
it; but we mult compare {erip- 
ture with fcripture, and not take 
paflages unconnected ; if we do, 
direét contradi€tions may befound. 
But one paflage that you have 
quoted is pofitive, and that is ta- 
ken without conne¢tion. The 
whole conneétion is thus, * Chrift 
is become of no effe& unto you, 
whofoever of you are® juflified by 
the law, ye are fallen from grace’’; 
io that no one is reprefented as 
fallen from grace, except thofe 
who are juftified by the law; and 
the apoftle fays, by the deeds of 
the law no fiefh fhall be juttified, 
and that there is falvation in no 
other name but Jefus Chrift: But 
his meaning evidently was, that 
they had fallen from the plan of 
grace, to wit, juftification by 
Chrift, and depended on the works 
of the law for juftification ; fuch 
put away faith in Chriit, and make 
fhipwreck of it, and go about to 
eftablith their own righteoufnefs, 
which is like filthy rags ; which 
was the cafe of many nominal 
Chriftians in the apoltle’s day. I 
do by no means deny, that many 
receive the word with joy who 
ave no root or true grace in them, 
who finally draw back unto per- 
dition. But it is evident from 
what theapoflle fays, when fpeak- 
ing on the fubjeét, that real Chrif- 
tians never draw back; he fays, 
when addrefling them who were 
of God’s cleét, ** But we are not 
of them that draw back unto per- 
cition, but of them that believe 
to the faving of the foul.”” When 
God has fixed an event, he has 
fixed the means to bring it about; 
and it is God’s ufual method to 
enjoin the fulfilment of the means 
neceflary in order to accomplifh 
his purpofe. Chrift informed his 
true difciples that they fhould fit 
‘2 thrones in his kingdom of 
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glory, and that their names were 
written in heaven, fo they were 
fure of falvation ; and then en. 
joined perfeverance in every good 
work, which was neceflary to 
bring them there.—The angel of 
the Lord ftood by Paul at the 
time of his fhipwreck, and pofi- 
tively told him, that not one life in 
the fhip fhould be loft ; but when 
fome were about to go out of the 
thip into the boat, Paul faid, 
“except thefe abide in the thip 
they cannot be faved.” So if 2 
righteous man fhould forfake his 
righteoufnefs, and fin wilfully, 
there would remain no more facri- 
fice for fin. ‘‘ For it is impoflible 
for thofe who were once enlight- 
ened, and have tafted of the heav. 
enly gift, and were made partak- 
ers of the Holy Ghott, and have 
tafted of the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to 
come,—if they fhould fall away, 
to renew them again to repent- 
And it no more follows 


| that the righteous do foi fake their 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





righteoufnefs, becaufe the confe- 
quence is pointed out, if they 
fhould, than that an angel from 


| heaven will beaccurfed for preach- 
| ing a new dottrine, as the confe- 


quence is pointed out, if he fhould. 
The apoftle fays, if an angel from 
Beaven preach any other do@trine, 
let him be accurfed.—As I find 
paflages of feripture dire&ly in 
favor of final perfeverance, and 
none abfolutely againft it, T am 
bound to believe it a fcripture 
doétrine. 

James. ® with you would quote 
thofe paffages. 

Fobn. It is evident from f{crip- 
ture, that Chrift has a church 
which he has purchafed with his 
own precious blood ; and it is his 
own property, and no being has 
right or power to take it from 
him, and nothing fhall feparate it 
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from his love ; neither tribulation, | ftimulating doGrine, for he would 
or diftrefs, or perfecution, or fam- feel that his perfonal intereft was 


ine, or nakednefs, or peril, or 
{word—neither death, nor life, 


| 


fecure, and that would fatisfy him, 
But one whofe religion confilts in 


nor angels, nor princtpalitics, nor | fupreme love to God, and fincere 
powers, nor things prefeut, nor | benevolence, has no evidence of 
things to come, nor height, nor | being a true child of God, only 


depth, or any other creature.” | 


Chrift fays, “ all that the Father | 


giveth me fhall come to me.’? | 


. . ' 
Again: “Ye have not chofen me, | 
but I haye chofen and ordained | 


you, that ye fhould go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit 
Should remain.” My theep hear 
my voice, and { know them, and 
they follow me, and I give unto 
them eternal life ; aad they fhall 
never perith, neither fhall any 
-pluck them out of my _ hand.” 

he apoitle faich, “ being coufi- 
dent of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it, until the day 
of Jefus Chritt.”? God fays to 
his children, “ I will make an ev- 
erlafting covenant with them, that 
I willnot turn away from them to 


do them good, butI will put my fear | 


in their hearts, that they fhall not 
depart from ime. And I will give 
them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear me forever.”” Here 


in finding a conitant habit of for. 
getting the things that arebehind, 
and reaching forth towards thofe 
that are before, and in prefling 
forward towards the mark of the 
prize of his high calling of God 
in Chrift Jefus. To fuch an one, 
I conceive it one of the moft ftim. 
ulating doctrines of the gopel, 
I fuppofe that God’s pofitively 
telling Hezekiah that he had ad. 
ded to his days fifteen years, was 
the molt perfuafive argument fof- 
fille to induce him to ufe the means 
preferibed for his recovery. —The 
Lord told Paul that he mutt bear 
witnefs of him at Rome ; fo that 
he was certain of being preferved 
until he arrived there: Yet when 
he knew that certain Jews had 
bound themfelves under an oath 
to kill him, he took every means 


| poflible to preferve his life, fo that 


God promifes to fulfil on his part, | 


and then engages that his children 
fhall not fail on theirs. I migigt 


proceed, in producing more pafla- 


ges of feripture direétly to the | 


point, but enough have already 
been adduced to fatisfy every one 
who hath eyes to fee, or ears to 
hear. 
Fames. 


If the doGrine that 





he might preach at Rome allo. 
But had Hezekiah and Paul pol- 
feffed a fpirit of tempting the 
Lord, one might have faid, he had 
God’s pofitive word he fhould be 
healed, and there was no neceflity 
of ufing any means, for his recov- 
ery was certain ; and he might go 
on farther, and refufe his daily 
food, as he had the infallible prom- 
‘ife of God that he fhould live fit. 
teen years; and the other might 
Lave fzid, he would take no care 


e . . 2 . - af . a * 
faints will infallibly perfevere is | to fave his life on his journey, 28 
. . e . YD 
true, will it not have a tendency | hewas fure of vifiting Rome. but 


to relax Chriftians, in the perform- | this cavil is by no means a new 
Satan told our Saviour i 


| 
ance of every good word ny 


work ? 


wr 
ag 


one. 


‘ % 
he was the Son of God to cat 


Fobn. To every one whofe re- | himfelf down from the pinnacle 0 
ligion confifts in felfithnefs, I ac- | the temple ; infinuating that there 


knowledge it would not be a very was no neceffity of taking prudeat 











1804. ] 


care of himfelf, for it was impof- 
fble he fhould be hurt; for he 
had the promife of God. that he 
would give his angels charge con- 
cerning him, that in their hands 
they fhould bear him up, &c. 
And Chrift’s anfwer to Satan 
may apply to all who infinuate 
fuch prefumption ; “ Again it 1s 
written, thou fhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God.”’ 
James. What is the manner of 
the {pecial operation of the fpirit ? 
Fohn. It is like the wind ; we 
fee its effe&t, and feel its influence ; 
“« The wind bloweth where it lift- 
eh, and theu heareft the found 
thereof, but cant not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth ; 
fo isevery one that is born of the 
fpivit.”? 

James. If the fpirit moves in 

oo manner, how is it pof- 
tole for us to obtain its influence 
when we with ? 

Fohn. “ Aflk and it fhall be 
given you, feek and ye fhall find, 
knock and it fhall be opened unto 
you; for every one that afketh re- 
ceiveth, and he that feeketh find- 
eth, and to him that knocketh it 
frail be opened.””? And God’s 
jovereign promife fatisfics every 
one that has confidence im his ve- 





How thall T determine 
whether I am a fabje€t of {pecial 
grace, or not ? 

Fobn. If by felf examination | 
you find that you delight in the# 
divine perfe tions, and ‘love God 
fupremely for what he 1s in him- 
felf, and that you love his law 
which pronounces a curfe en the | 
leaft tranigrefiion ; that yourejoice 
in being in his hands as clay 1 is in 
the potter’s; that you rejoice 
his reigning an uncontroled ical 
reign, and that the government of 
all worlds is with him; that you 
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difrelifh fin in every form, and it 
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it where you will, even if it is in 
yourfelf ; that youdelight in pray- 
er to God, in a public, private and 
focial manner, and are conttant in 
the duty every day ; that you ef- 
teem Chrift’s children as the pre- 
cious ones of the earth, and feek 
them as yourconftant companions; 
and that you rejoice in the glori- 
ous plan of falvation by Jefus 
Chrift, and efteem him the chiefeft 
among ten thoufand, and the one 
altogether lovely, and depend on 
him a/one for juftification ; that 
you delight in Ais law after the in- 

ward man, and walk in humble 
obedience, and finally glory in the 
crofs of our Lord Jefus Chritt ; 
if you can fay fincerely that you 
poffefs in fome degree thefe exer- 
cifes, then I can fay unto you, 
blefled art thou—for fiefh and 
blood have not revealed this unto 
you. 

Fames. Well John, we have 
continued our converfation much 
longer than I firft contemplated, 
and my mind is fo full I want a 
little time to digeft it; if you 
pleafe we will at prefent drop the 


| fubject, and at fome future — 
| refume it. 


Fobn. 1 am perfetly agreed ; 
and may we humbly befeech him 
with whom is the refidue of the 
fpirit, to pour it out upon us, and 


/ turn us from nature’s darknefs in- 


to the marvellous light of the 
gofpel—fo that we may behold 
the beauty of the divine character 
in his works of providence and 
grace, and join in hearts with all 
holy beings in heaven and on earth, 
in the celebration of his praife, 
love and goodnefs.—Farewell. 
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N illuftrating this fabjed, the 

writer is fenfible that it be- 


‘s your greateft enemy, let you fee | comeshim to proceed with cau- 
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tious fteps, left he fhould dcero- 
gate from the purity and impor- 
tance ofthe law. The following 
obfervations, on this fubject, are 
thought to accord with the holy 
{criptures ; and are humbly fub- 
mitted to the editors of the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, with a defire, 
that if they are deemed worthy of 
being made public, God might 
thereby be glorified. 

r. The law killeth, but the 
gofpel giveth life. —To the finner 
the law isdeath. It exhibits no 
indulgence, no mercy to tranf- 
greflors.—The language of the 
law is this—** Curfed is every cne, 
that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to 
do them.’ —To the whole human 
race the law would prove to be the 
miniflration of death, were it not 
for the gofpel. The truth of this 
is realized, when the holy God 
faftens the arrows of conviction 
on the confcience of the guilty 
finner. He is then ready toadopt 
the words of the apoitle Paul, 
when he was relating his own ex- 
periences—* But fin taking 0éta- 

Sion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupifcence. 
For without the law fin was dead. 
For 1 was alive without the law 
once: but when the commandment 
came, fin revived, and I died. And 
the commandment, which was or- 
@ained to life, I found to be unto 
death.”? Here we fee an effential 
difference between the law and 
the gofpel, as fallen men are ref- 
pefted.—The law declares the fin- 
ner to be undone; and the gofpel 
views him in thefame condition, 
but it proclaims life to him, thro’ 
the Lord Jefus Chriit. There- 
fore, {peaking of the inftitution 
of the Chriftian miniftry, the 
apoltle fays, “ Who alfo hath 
made us able minifters of the New 
Zefiament, not of the letter, but of 


The Gofpel more glorious than the Law. 








[Marcs, 


the Spirit $ for the letter killesh, bus 
the {pirit giveth life.”’—It is im. 
portant to obferve, that the lay 
and the gofpel harmonize, as tg 
their requirements and threaten. 
ings. The law requires holinefs, 
and fo does the gofpel. The lay 
views the finner as poffeffing amo 
odious chara¢ter, and fo does th. 
gofpel. The law fays the difo. 
bedient deferve to be punithed 
with everlafting deflruction ; the 
gofpel fays the fame. As hol}. 
| nels and fin are refpected, the law 
and the gofpel perfectly harmo. 
nize. But the latter is the mot 
glorious ; becaufe, while it rep. 
refents the finner to be every way 
as vile, and as helplefs as the law 
does,’ it exhibits /f2 to him. It 
prefeats a remedy, whichis equal 
to the deplorable ftate of the fia. 
ner. In this, the law, tho’ infi- 
nitely pure, and infinitely wor- 
thy of our love, altogether fails. 
It knows no mercy, it admits oi 
no forgivenefs. ‘Truly the hw 
has glory, but its glory is out- 
fhone by the gofpel. As the fal. 
vation of finners is refpected, the 
law is faid to be weak. The 
apoftle fpeaks of it in this light, 
—* For what the law could nd 
do, in that it was weak thro’ th: 
ficlh, God fending his own Son, 
the likene/s of finful flesh : That 
the righteoufne/s of ihe law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk nik ¢- 
ter the felh; but afier the Spirit: 
Ph While, therefore, we fee the go! 
pel harmonizing with the law, 4 
its views of fin and holinefs, we 
are taught that it pofleffesftrengi®, 
where the law is nothing bu! 
weaknefs—that it poffefles i 
nite riches, where the law has n0t 

fingle favor tobeftow—yea, that 
#irey offers eternal life, where 
‘the law has nothing to preient 
but cternal death. Between the 
law and the gofpel, therefore, ' 
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there not fome difference? Is not 
the glory of the latter far — 
than that of the former ? Well 
might the apoftle fay,—** If the 
niniftration of ciiemmation beglory, 
ot more doth the mini ifratio) of 
part ofs exceed in ghey. For 
wen that which was made gloricus, 
had no glory in this refpedt, by rea- 


fin of the glory that excelleth.’’ 


2. The gofpel brings owt the 
wfice of God more clearly than 
tic Jaw. Juftice is an effential 
attribute of God, a bright and 
porious perfection of -his nature. 
if God were not juft, his crea- 

es could have no confidence in 
‘isgovernment. It is important, 


that this perfe@lion of divine na- 


tare fhould be difplayed before 
intelligent creatures, that they 
may fee the glory of God. The 
gofpel,in apeculiar manner, makes 
this difplay. In this refpect, it 
furpaffes the law as much as the | 
ight of the fun exceeds that of 
theftars. The lawdeclares God’s 
hatred of fin 5 but the gofpel has 
ought this hatred out to view 
ie more clearly. Angels and 
nen, by the light which the gof- 
pel affords, have been made to fee, 
that God is determined to main- 
tain a righteous government, and 
that he will be known as a fin-ha- 
tug God. The gofpel fhows us, 
iat God is infinitely attached to 
the law, and that he never will 
give up one jot ortittle of it. In 
hat way could there have been 
fof iking proof of this given, as 
ma the death of Chriit on the crofs? 
That angels and men might fee 
him im difplay his hatred of fin, and 

ight have ungueftionable proof 

is bei ng a God of inflexible juf- 
tice, he fpared not his own Son. 
He gave hie up to die a fhameful 
cea thon the crofs. In this great 
‘vent, the juflice of God thone 


With peculiar luftre, even fo as to 


oe 








aftonith all holy beings. In the 
death of Chrift, the law was mag- 
nified and made honorable far 
more than it was when given to 
Mofeson Mount Sinai. Had it 
not been for the gofpel, for the 
coming and work of the Lord Je- 
fus Chri, we never fhould have 
known, as we now have opportu- 


‘nity to know, how infinitely ftrong 


is (god’s attachment to the law, 
and how determined he is to ap- 
pear to the univerfe as a being of 
juttice. God has now given the 
greatelt pofflible proof of his juf- 
tice, becaufe he has not {pared his 
own Son. 

3- Without the gofpel mercy 
could never have been revealed. 
Mercy is that attribute of the di- 
vine nature which manifefts itfelf 
in beftowing favors on the ill-de- 
ferving and miferable. The law 
cives no intimation that God pof- 
fefles fuch an attribute, or that 
tranfgreffors may have the leaf 
ground to hope for the divine 
favour. Itis acknowledged, that 
in the fecond commandment of 
the decalogue, we find the fol- 
lowing claufe—Shewing mercy unto 
thoufands of them that love me and 
kecp my commandments. But, this 
copy of the divine law was given 
to a people, who had before been 
made acquainted with the promifes 
of the gofpel ; and the claufe, re- 
ferred to, undoubtedly alludes to 
the gofpel. There is alfo aclaufe 
in the fifth commandment, which © 
was introduced with particular 
reference to the ftate of that peo- 
ple, as journeying to the land of 
Canaan. The claufe is this: That 
thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
Here is an intimation of God’s 
mercy and patience ; but it was 
given to a people, who had previ- 
ous knowledge that with God 
there is forgivencls. It was whol. 
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ly on this ground, that fuch claufes 
as thefe were introduced into the 
law, as it was there giver. The 
divine law had exifted before, even 


in the days of Adam. A fum- 


mary of it was given by the Sav- | 


iour in the following words :— 
“ Thou fralt love the Lord thy God 
avith all thy heart, with all thy foul, 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 





Jfrrength, and thy neighbor as thyfelf.”” 
The love, here required, is perfed ' 
love ; and the law can give life, on 
no othercondition. Strictly {fpeak- | 


iag, the law knows no mercy, nor | 


the leaft indulgence. But, the 
gofpel is good news to tran/greffors, 
to thofe who deferve all that the 
law threatens. It is good news, 
becaufe it makes the offer of par- 
don to the guilty, through the 
blood of JefusChrift. In the light 
of the gofpel, we can fee how God 
can be juft, and yet juftify as ma- 
ny as believe on the Son of God. 
Tho’ the gofpel is not in oppofi- 
tion to the law; yet it exhibits 
what the law cannot, viz. a dying 
Saviour. The invitations of the 


gofpel do not, in the leaft, inter- | ' 
tere with the honor and dignity of | givenefs of fin are refpected, we 
the broken law. Wonderful mer- | may fay: Wherein the formers 


| darknefs the latter is light. Fo: 


cy is here revealed, fuch as never 
could have been known, if man- 


kind had not become fiuners, and | given ; but the gofpel prefents 


the eternal Son of God had not 
appeared as their Saviour. NHow 
plainly it appears, therefore, that 
the gofpel has brought out to view 
an important attribute of the di- 
vine nature—a glorious perfection, 
which muit have been forever con- 
cealed from the view of creatures, 
if it had not been for the yofpel. 
I3 not the work of redemption far 
fuperior to that of creation? The 
world was created, that there 
might, as it were, be a theatre, on 
which the glorious work of re- 








| 
| 





| 


demption might be carried or. | enlarged, by the light ot the go 
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The gofpel ftates the incarnation 
of the Son of God—it brings out 
to view his atoning blood, and 
opens a door for loft creatures, a5 
we all are, to view ourfelves prife 
oners of hope. 

Tar more of the great and hoiy 
God is feen in the gofpel, than 
could ever have been feen in the 
law ; tho” it is as pure as a law 
poflibly could be. The gofpel 
brings out the great do@trine of 
the Trinity, in aclear light; and 
in the accomplifhment of the worl, 
of redemption, the neceflity of 
this doétrine is made to appenr. 
Weare taught the neceffity of a 
Saviour to atone, and of the Ho. 
ly Spirit to fanétify. The light 
of tie gofpel, as it reveals mercy, 
excites theaftonifhmentof angels ; 
for they are reprefented in the 
word of God, as defiring to look 
into thefe things. We have rez. 
fon to think, that the work ofre- 
demption is their chief ftudy, the 
great and delightful theme of thetr 
contemplations. When we thus 
compare the law with the gofpe, 
particularly as mercy and the for- 






























fo. 
the law does not fhew one fin for- 





forgivenels to all who are willing 
to accept it, and to forfake thers 
fins. Chrift did not come mio 
the world to be the minifter of fir; 
nor did he die on the crofs, that 
mankind might be faved in thei 
fins, or as impenitent. He died 
that mercy might be offered to 2:5 
and that pardon might be beftow- 
ed on as many as fhould repent ot 
their fins and forfake them. How 
greatly are mankind indebted to 
God for the gofpel ! How 2° 


their views of the divine charact*’ 
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pel, efpecially as they fee God 
glorifying himfelf, in forgiving 
the chief of finners ! 

4. The nature of fin and the 
character of the finner could nev- 
er have been known, as they now 
are, had it not been for the gof- 
pel.—But to the idea now ad- 
vanced are not fome ready to urge 
as an objeétion—that, by the law 
is the knowledge of fin ? ‘Truly the 
criptures declare this, and it is 
no doubt a juft fentiment. But 
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ner in which finners treat the di- 
vine Saviour, who condefcended 
to come into the world and die 
for them, brings out more of the 
depravity and {tupidity of the hu. 
man heart, than their oppofition 
to the law. Inthisway, we learn 
more than we could in any other 
way, how deplorable is their fitua- 
tion, and how completely loft and 
undone. The law was glorious, 





in that it brought out the odious 
nature of fin ; but the gofpel, in 


while it is admitted, that by the | this refpect, was more glorious. 


law is the knowledge of fin, it is 
confidered as being a folemn truth, 
that finners, under the light and 
inftru€tions of the gofpel, are 
chargeable with far greater fins, 
than they could be with no other 
light than the law affords. 
the gofpel has been preached, the 
depravity of men has been made 
to appear, in a light, of which 
men, perhaps, wouid never have 
conceived.—Would it not have 
been fuppofed, if the contrary 
had not been made to appear by 
fact, that fianers, when affured cf 
their condemnation by the law, 
and that they never could be fa- 
ved by it, would gladly have re- 
ceived the gofpel ? Would it not 
have been fuppofed, that they 
would be thankful for a fpace for 
repentance and for the offer of par- 
don ; and that, when their im- 
mortal fouls were at ftake, they 
would eagerly embrace the oppor- 
tunity of being faved by Chriit? 
But, alas ! the publifhing of the 


golpel, and the prefling manner in | 


which it has been recommended 
to finners, have made the contra- 
ry fully appear. By this, it has 
been clearly proved, that finners 
have wickednefs and obitinacy 
enough in their hearts to neglect 
and defpife a day of grace, when 
procured for them, and procured 
too ataninfinite price. "The man 


Vou. IV. No. 9. 


That, which was made glorious, 


| had no glory, by reafon of that 


whichexcelleth. And as the gof- 
pel gives us enlarged views of de- 
pravity, it mutt of ‘courfe be the 


| means of making a very bright 
Since 


difplay of that jultice, which will 





finally punifh the depifers of the 
| Saviour, while, at the fame time, 
| it eftablithes the dogtrine, that the 
falvation of the redeemed is wholly 


of God. H. 





To tHe Rev. Epitors or THe 
Connecticut EvAnGELICAL 
Macazine. 


On the reafonablene{s of an imme 
diate Repentance. 


| I SEND the following obfer- 
vations for infertion in your ufeful 
| Magazine, fhould it be thought 


proper. 


| WN the fecond Epiftle to the 
Corinthians, at the 6th chap- 
| ter and 2d verfe, it is written: 
‘“* Bebold, now is the accepted time ; 
| behold, now is the day of falvation.”* 
| Thefe words afford abundant mat- 
|ter for exhortation, and, to the 

impenitent, abundant caufe of 
|alarm. The obvious declaration 
of the paflage is, that the prefent 
moment is the moft proper time 
to repent of fin, and be reconciled 
to God. It fhall be my endea- 
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vor to fhow that this doGrine is 
reafonable, and that it is the dic- 
tate of true wifdom to yield an 
immediate compliance with what 
it enjoins. 

It may be proper to mention, 
that I am particularly addrefling 
thofe who admit the Scriptures to 
be the word of God, and who 
believe them to teach the neceffity 
of a total change of heart, before 
we can have any hope from the 
gofpel. There are, doubtlefs, 
perfons of this defcription, who 
are not experimentally acquainted 
with the power of godiinefs 5 there 
are perfons who have a {peculative 
conviction of the interefting truths 
of revelation, who yet continue to 
halt between two opinions, and 
put themfelves off with the delu- 
five expectation that they fhall 
repent at fome future time, and 
become renewed ia the fpirit and 
temper of their minds before they 
die. Such perfons are requefled 
to attend to fome difpaffionate 
reafoning on the fubject. 

If cach of the following argu- 
ments is not pofleffed of Iatrinfic 
weight, let it fall to the ground. 
J claim no merit in bringing them 
forward ; but rather efteem it a 
glorious privilege, that molt 
the readers of this Magazine have 
heard them infifted on from the 


pulpit with very great ability and | 


force. Experience and obferva- 
tion, however, as well as the ora- 
cles of truth, affure us, that it is 
not improper to incu line 
upon line, and proe-pt upon precept. 
There is fome finall hope, then, 
that perfons may receive benefit 
from perufing refleGions on the 
fame topics, which they have 
heretofore heard and feen difeufled 
in a manner much more ample and 
convincing. 

1. It is obvious to every per- 
fon that he muft die. Duff thox 


ose baa! 
Wolo 


of 


imme drate Repentance. 
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art, and unto duft fhalt thou return, 
is an affertion which it feems jm. 
poffible even for wicked men tg 
difbelieve. Not a perfon who 
will read thefe lines can make 
himfelf believe, or even hope, that 
he fhall not, in a few years at the 
moft, be laid under the cold clods 
of the valley. Now let us take 
this faét and compare it with ano- 
ther equally true, which is, that 
if we are ever reconciled to God, 
this work mult be accomplithed 
before death. One would think 
that thefe two facts afford an ar. 
gument for immediate repentance 
which mutt find its way to every 
confiderate mind. Yet how nu. 
merous are the inftances of perfons 
who acknowledge its force, and 
ftiil remain altogether unmoved 
with refpe& to the things which 
it brings into view. Thofe things 
pertaining to this world which 
are deemed more important, are 
not treated in this negligent man. 
ner. When a perfon has in con- 
templation an obje&, by the at- 
tainment of which he may aggran- 
dize himfelf, or bring comfort to 
his family, he fets about it imme- 
diately, and purfues it with afl 
duity and perfeverance, rifing a- 
bove obftacles feemingly infur- 
mountable, till he obtains the ac- 
complifhment of his defires. This 
condudt with refped to the de- 
ceitful, unfatisfying, perifhable 
things of time, is called wildom 
by the world. How great, then, 
is the folly of neglecting all endea- 
vors to procure an interett inGod’s 
favor, which is life, and in bis lov- 
ing kindnefs, which ts better than 
life! ) 
2. The force of the foregoing 
argument is inconceivably jncreal- 
ed by the confideration, that the 
life of man is totally uncertal). 
We cannot help knowing, how 
ever unpleafant the knowledge 
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may be, that the young and the have arrived to threefcore and ten, 
old, the healthy and the difeafed, | whether their lives have not been 
the beautiful and the deformed, | fhort. Afk them whether it is 
are continually and indifcrimi- | wife to purfue the things of time 
nately going down to the grave. | and fenfe, as tho’ they conftituted 
We cannot but know, that many | the fupreme good, even were men 
of our companions, or perhaps our | fure they fhould live to fee their 
parents, brethren and fifters, have ; feventieth year. Will they not 
pafled from time into eternity. | tell you, that life is as deceitful 
We cannot but know, that the | in its length, as inthe enjoyments 
length of our lives depends entire- | which it promifes; and that who- 
ly upon the will of God, and that | ever prefumes on either, will molt 
he has not given us fecurity for a | certainly be difappointed? Will 
fingle future moment. Heis un- | they not tell you, that their years 
der no obligation to uphold us in | appear fforter and fhorter as the 
life, and he will not do it any | number of them increafes, and 
longer than is neceffary to bring that their days pafs as a tale that 
about his wife and holy defigns,, ts told ? Indeed, cannot all who 
which are to us infcrutable. He | have arrived to years of difcretion, 
has declared, that man alfo know- . if they will confult their ownminds 
eth not his time: as the fifbes that with refpe& to the time which is 
are taken in an evil net, and as the patt,come to a complete aflurance, 
birds that are caught in the fuare; that the life of man is not of fo 
fo are the fons of men fnared in an great duration as they may be 
evil time, chen it falleth fuddenly tempted to imagine? The man 
upon them. We can give no rea- , of thirty five cannot fuppofe, that, 
fon why weare now continued on , fhould he double his years, his life 
the earth, while others younger . will appear of very great extent. 
and better than ourfelves have If perfons would yield to the evi- 
been carried to the filent tomb, dence which their own experience 
except that it is the will of him, affords them, they could never 
who is wonderful in counfel, and doubt that the time of our tempo- 
excellent in working. In this view. ral exiftence is, in all inftances, 
of the fubje&, how foolifh is it, exceedingly fhort and fleeting. 
how extremely hazardous, to de- | But the language of the Bible 
lay a preparation for deatha fingle | is wonderfully ftriking and explicit. 
day. How dreadful is the tho’t, | When the Patriarch was inquired 
that while men improve every ad- of by the king of Egypt, with 
vantage to obtain the good things , refpe¢t to his age, he gave this 
of this life, and take every precau- | affecling anfwer: The days of the 
tion to fecure them, they are en- years of my pilgrimage are an hun- 
tirely unmoved and hecdlefs while | dred and thirty years: few and evil 
their eternal well-being may de- | have the days of the years of my life 
pend upon the wife improvement | een. The afflied Jobexclaimed: 
of the prefent opportunity. My days are fwifier than a weav- 
3- Human life is very fhort at | er’s //uttl. And again: My days 
the longeft. Although this affer- | are fwifter than a pof. For what 
tion may feem ttrange to inconfid- | is your life ? inquires the infpired 
erate youth, yet they may obtain | Apoftle: Jt is even a vapor that 
complete fatisfa€tion that it is appeareth for a little time, and then 
true. Atk the aged, thofe who | vani/beth away. It is impoffible 
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to find images more expreflive of | 


fhortnefs and fpeed, than thofe 
which infpiration has chofen on 
this fubject. 

But if life be thus fhort and 
fiecting at the longeft, where 
would be the wifdom of deferring 
repentance, even were we fure of 
being continued to old age? On 
the other hand, does not this con- 
fideration alone afford fufficient 
caufe of alarm to the impenitent 5 
and ought it not to aroufe them 
from this death-like lethargy to 
pay a ferious and earnefl attention 
to the things which belong to 
their everlafting peace ? 

C.F. si 
(To be continued. ) 





Hampfoire Miffionary Society. 
THE Truftees and Members of 


the Hampfhire Miffionary So- | 


ciety, impreffed with a fenfe of 
the facred importance of the 
objeS of their affociation, beg 
leave, with reference to this ob- 
ject, to addrefs themfelves to 
the profcflors aad friends of re- 
ligion, ia general, and more 


particularly to thofe in the | 


county of Hampfhire. 


BRETHREN, 


HEN we confider the na- 

ture and defign of the 

gofpel ; the aftonifhing manner, 
in which it was firft communica- 
ted to our fallen race ; the extra- 
ordinary means by which it was 
propagated among the nations of 
the earth ; and the wonderful 
providence, by which it has been 
preferved to this day, and trauf- 
mitted tous; we feel an obiijra- 
tion lying on ourfelves, aud we 
iceanobligationlying onits friends 
in general, to contribute, as there 
is Opportunity, to its greater in- 





fluence and wider diffufion. Foy 
this purpofe the Hamphhire Mif. 
| fionary Society was initituted, its 
meafures adopted, and the affift. 
ance of its friends folicited, 

The zeal, which has been fe. 
markably kindled ; and the ex. 
| ertions, which have been laudably 
| difplaved, within thefe few years, 
‘in various parts of the Chriftian 
world, for the fpread of the rof. 
| pel among the heathens, and for 
| the advancement of its interelts 
nearer home, juftify the hope, 
, that God is about to accompli 
'fome great work in favor of his 
church ; and the concurrence of 
Chriftians of different communions 
in thefe benevolent exertions, 
ftrengthens the pleafing expecta. 
tion. The reports of Miffiona. 
ries, in different places, concerning 
their reception and fuccefs among 
the people, to whom they have 
been fent, encourage ws till to 
continue, and farther to increafe 
our exertions in the profecution of 
the work, which we have begun. 
| Our Society isin its infancy : 
It has but little tlrength, and has 
had but little time. What it 
could do, that it hasdone. And 
the information given usof our patt 
fuccefs animates us to perfeverem 
our labors. 

The field for Miffionary labors 
in America is extenfive, and the 
laborers employed in this field are 
| few in relation to the work which 
'may be done. Its wideextentand 
| the neceflities of the people with- 
} 

' 








| in it exceed our firft apprehentions, 

and imprefs us with a {tronger idea 

| of the importance of our mifitons; 
| than we had then conceived. 

Befides the information commtu- 

nicated by our own, and other 

Miffionaries, we have received let- 


| ters from people in our new fettic- 


ments—fome figned by refpecta- 





ble individuals—fome figued by 





1804.) Hampfhire Miffionary Society. 349 


numbers—ftating their unhappy | one a mite for their relief ? And 
ftuation with vegard to the! who knows what infinite and ev. 
enjoyment of gofpel privileges ; erlafling benefit may accrue to 
exprefling their joy and gratitude | multitudes, and redound to him. 
for our charitable attention to | felf, from a mite thrown into the 
their cafe; refpecting the good treafurv of God? 
which has already been done, and It will perhaps be afked ; “ Are 
the great and effeQual door which | not many in the wildernefs more 
is opened for doing more ; requeft- | wealthy than fome of us ?””—It 
ing afhare in our future charities; | may be fo. But their wealth, at 
ficnifying their hope, that, by our | prefent, is of a kind, which can- 
help, they may be kd to the en- | uiot fo eafily be applied to this ob- 
ioyment of a ftated miniftry ; | jeQ. We will fet them an exam- 
and promifing in the mean time, | ple, how to ule their wealth, 
‘ch individual contributions to | when it caa be thus applied. 
the caufe, as their abilities will | Some of thefe young fettlements, 
permit, or their influence can pro- | we hope, will foon emerge from 
cure. their prefext condition, and rife 
While we feel ourfelves happy | into populous towas. Let us dif- 
ina free and full enjoyment of the | fufe among them the benevolent 
eofpel of our falvation, can we : fpirit of the gofpel, that they, in 
with unfeeling hearts, contem- {| theis turn, may contribute to the 
plate the deftitute condition of | aid of thofe, who fhall then be 
thoufands of our fellow immor- } more neceflitous thanthey. We 
tals fcattered in the wildernefs, | mean’not, that they fhould be ea- 
and wandering as fheep which | fedand you burdened ; but now, 
have no fhepherd ?—Many of} at this prefent time, let your 
them poffefs not books of piety, | abundance be a fupply for their 
nor even bibles for their private | want, that fo, in a future time, 
uid family ufe ; nor can they, in | their abundance may be a fupply 
their prefent fituation, eafily pur- | for the want of others, and that 
chafethem. Few of them en- | thus there may be an equality. 
joy the ftated miniftration of the Say uot, in excufe for negleGting 
word and ordinances of Chrift; | them, “they for worldly prof- 
aud by reafon of the paucity of | perity, went away from the gof- 
their number ia fome places, and | pel, and we will not fend it after 
their difperfed fituation in others | them.” Some went away urged 
—by reafon of interfering habits | by neceflity. ‘Vhefe furely are 
and prejudices brought with them | objeéts of charity. 
trom the different parts from which If fome left the gofpel thro’ 
they came—and for want of lead- | indifference to it, thereis lefs hope, 
ing and influential charaGters, duly j that they will feck it ; but not 
auimated with a fenfe of religion, | lefs reafon, why they need it ; 
they are utterly unable without | and there is therefore greater 
fome temporary aid from the char- | caufe why we fhould fend it. 
ity of others, to unite in meaf- | And who knows, but fome, who 
ures for obtaining this important | defpifed it, when they enjoyed it, 
privilege, may appreciate it now fince they 
_ How eafy it is for many of us, | are deprived of it? Thee have 
om the competence which God | been fuch cafes. 


“es given us, to contribute, each; Will you fay ; ¢ You are not 
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bound to exercife your charity to 
them before it is afked?? It is 
afked—afked by great numbers ; 
and afked in fuch preffing and af- 
fecting terms, as piety and chanity 
cannot eafily refift. Many, no 
doubt, are indifferent to the gof- 
nd fome, it may be, difbe- 

From them a requeft is 
not expected. But remember, 
they have immortal fouls—they 
have families—they have children. 
Who knows but fome of the care- 
lefs may be awakened by the gof- 
pel when it comes to them ? Who 
knows, but fome who oppofe it, 
if they fhould be inflruéted with 


. 
> 


and recover themfelves out of the 
fnare in which they are taken ? 
of children and youth may be fa- 
vinsly impreffed with divine truth, 
even tho’ their parents remain re- 


gardlefs of it ? But what hope | 


fhall we have for thefe unhappy 


ents aflord them ? Every objeét- 


will turn to a prefling argument 
for our charitable exertions. Let 
us imitate the goodnefs of God : 
‘ He is foundof fome, who fought 
him not : He is made manifelt to 
fome, whoenquired uot after him.’ 


Will any fay, * We know not | 


that ourcharities willdoany gocd?” 
Good has beendone : We hope 
more may be done. £ Cait vour 
bread on the water; and after 
many days you will receive it 
again. Inthe morning fow you 
feed, and at evening withhold not 
your hand ; for you know not, 
whether fhall profper this or that, 
orwhetherboth fhall be alike good.’ 

We hope, you may expeét a 
prudent, or at leait a faithful appli- 
cation of your charities. Accu- 
rate accounts will flill be kept of 
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} i ry man, according 
ion of this kind, jullly viewed, | 
7 ! 


San 
» UL 





(Mazcu, 


the liberalities which we receive 
and of the difburfements which 
we make, and thefe accounts wil] 
be communicated for public infor. 
mation. ‘The members of oy, 
fociety are confiderably numerous, 
and are citizens of all claffess and 
all our tranfactions are open to th 
view of our fellow.citizens. W; 
aim, that you fhall have every fe 


| curity for our faithfulnefs in the 


truft committed to us, that wear 
able to vive you. 

We have begun our work with 
a defign, and witha hope to pro. 
mote the caufe of the Redeemer, 


| and ferve the intereft of immortz 
meeknefs, may receive the truth, | 


fouls. As we proceed, the prof. 
pect brightens. But our funds 


_are{mall; and withort additional 
Who knows, but the tender minds | 


fupplies, they will foon be -ex- 


| hautted, and the work begun mutt 


be difcontinued. We hope that 
the charity fo laudably exercifed 
already, will fill abound, and 


‘that the zeal of thofe, who fit 
children, if they enjoy no means | 
of falvation, but what carels/s par- 


fhowed a forwardnefs in this work, 
will provoke very many. ¢ Eve. 
as he purpo- 
feth in his heart, fo let him grve; 
grudgingly, tor God loveth 3 
cheerful giver. And God isable 
‘all grace abound toward 


rae ee 


. + 


to make 


Neg 

you, that ye always, having all 
'fufficiency in ull things, may 
' abound in every good work.’ 


Samvurct Hopkins, 


V, ice-Profident. 


To rue Epitors oF THE Cox 
wEcTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


Gentlemen, 


AMONG the many inftrucive 
and animating publications which 
have appeared in your Magazine, 
none feem better calculated to 
fubferve the caufe of piety 1" ge" 
eral, and of perfonal improvernent 


. _ . . . at 
in religion in particular ; ad 
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the fame time to exhibit difplays 
of fovereign grace, than biogra- 
phical fketches of perfons, who, 
having been fubjeéts of divine in- 
fluence, have maintained a con- 
verfation becoming the gofpel. 
Defirous of contributing to the 
fulfilment of this part of your 


original plan, we prefent you with | 
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the following Memoirs ; ia which | 


we have endeavored to draw fome 
leading features in the character 
of Mrs. Hepsa Ely, late confort 
of the Rev. David Ely, of Hun- 


tngton, 
In her life fhe approved herfelf 


} 


—————— 


| 
' 
| 


a perfon of fincere piety and true | 


Chriftian benevolence, and in the 
near approaches of death was fa- 
sored with very exalted views and 
éclightful foretaftes of the heav- 
enly world. By giving our at- 
tempt a place in your ufeful pub- 
lication, you will oblige 
Your brethren, 

ExisHa Rexrorp, 

STEPHEN W. STEBBINS, 

Sam’t BraTcuForp. 
Dec. 22, 1803. 


HE fubjeé&t of the follow- 

ing biographical {ketch was 
grand daughter of the Reverend 
jedidiah Mills, the firft miniiter 
of the gofpel in Ripton, who di- 
ed January 24, 1776, after having 
been mercifully continued in the 
miniftry neaily $2 years, exhibit- 
lig a charaéter at once pious, la- 
borions and evangelical. Her 
father, Elifha Miils, Efg. (of 
whom the was the third daughter) 
trained up his family in a ftrict at- 
tention to moral and religious du- 
ties, and was, probably, the means 
of begetting in his daughter a 
tendernefs of confeience for which 
the was remarkable in her earlieit 
youth, which, joined with a natu- 
tal amiablenefs of difpofition, ren. 
ecred her exceedingly interefting 
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and lovely ; and this the Lord, 
who had gracioufly marked her 
for his own, was pleafed divinely 
to increafe by his own peculiar 
operations upon her heart.—The 
religious impreffions and deep con- 


vidtion, which preceded her hope- 


ful converfion, took place in the 
year 1769 when fhe had attained 
the 14th year of herage. Thefe, 
it feems, were occafioned by the 
fudden and, in its circumftances, 
uncommon death of a young wo- 
man in the neighborhood, and 
continued for feveral weeks very 
ftrong and pungent. Her fin 
and danger appeared to her ex- 
ceeding great, and, bowed duwn 
under a fenfe of her vilenefs and 
mifery, her diftrefs, tho’ not for 
the whole time equally acute, was 
not removed until fhe was ufhered 
into marvellous light. Now it 
was, that for the firlt time fhe faw 
the glory, beauty and all-fufficien- 
cy of Chriit; and fuch were her 
views of the attraQiive excellencies 
of his character, prefenting her 
with free offers of pardon and 
gracious acceptance, that her foul, 
raifed from the du‘, rejoiced in 
hope of the glory of God, and 
longed to fhow to others the rich- 
nefs and freenefs of the Redeemer’s 
love that they might be faved.— 
It was in this year fhe made a pub- 
lic profeffion of religion, happy in 
the opportunity of having her 
name enrolled among thofe who 
called Jefus their Matter and 
Lord. 


‘She was «married December 


18th, 1777, tothe Rev. David 


Ely, who was ordained colleague 
pattor with her grandfather Oc- 
tober 27, 1773. And, as with 
pleafure we contemplate a pi€ture 
where the proportions are exact 
and the tints are blended with 
foftnefs and precifion, fo do we 
trace her in thofe important rela- 
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tions which providence permitted | 


her to fuftain. 

As a wife, the was faithful, 
eonftant and affectionate, fo that 
the heart of her hufband did fafely 
truft inher. And as the wife of 
a miniiter, where much: depends 
on the conduét of his help-meet, 
fhe was difcreet and cxemplary ; 
at ail times thewing herfelf to be 
that prudent wife which is from 
the Lord, fecuring and maintain- 
ing at once the efleem aud afiec- 
tion of the people. 

As a parent, the was tender and 
indulgent, anxioufly folicitous and 


deed recommenced to them reli- 
gion as the thing of all things 
moft important. She had nur- 
tured them with tendernefs, and 
in their infancy had devoted them 
to God ; and viewing the faiva- 
tion of their fouls of infinite mo- 
ment, fhe feized the earlieit op- 
portunities of inftilling into their 
young and tender minds, the moft 
important and folemn truths of 
the Chriftian religion, that they 
might grow up for God. She 
was abundant in care, in counfel, 
and in prayer, in catechifiug and 
teaching them a reverence for 
God’s houfe and the Lord’s day. 
—She had the pleafure of feeing 
three of them become profeffors of 
the religion of Chrift. Her do- 
meflics alfo fhared in her inftru@- 
ions ; whofe minds fhe endeavore 
to imprefs with the reaiities of 
eternity and the neceflity of in- 
ward holinefs. 

Asa Child, the was dutiful and 
affectionate, obeying with real plea- 


fure the firft commandment with 
promife. In friend{hip fincere, cone 
ftant and free from difguife. Her 
manners were modeft and unaflum- 
Ing; uniting decition and dignity 
with gentlenefs & eafinefsof accefy. 


| her domefiic character 


| 


| 





{Marer, 


Diligence aad economy markes 


“4 


; and being 


much at home fhe looked well t, 
the care of her houfehold and 
| guided her affairs with difcreti 


Ol. 


| She pofleffed great evennefs of 


' 
i 


| 


temper, not eatily depreffed or cl. 
evated, and it was a noticeable 


Mea 


_ trait in her charagter, that under 
: difappomtments and adverfe prov 


idences fhe was filent and fubmif. 
five. 


In her heart dwelt the law of 


kindnefs and of courfe the was 
given to hofpitality. The poor, 


| the fent not empty away, and if 
watchful for the be/t intereft of 
her children, and by word and | 


they bore the image of Chrift, he 
loved them for dis fake, and did 
them good as the had opportunity. 

She wa3 favored with a lively 
experience of divine things ; pol. 


| felled a facred awe of the divine 








majeity, hated fin and longed for 
ai abfolute conformity to God’s 
vill, At times, fhe had exalted 
and refrefhing views of Chrift in 
his mediatorial character ; and at 
the Lord’s table, the fometime: 
enjoyed {weet communion with 
her afcended Lord, and divine re- 
frefhings of foul by the Hol; 
Ghott. Yet, notwithitanding 
this, the abhorred her own felf and 
often mourned over her own biind- 
nefs and deadnefs of fpirit—the 
amented her little love to God 
and was humbled under a Seale 
that fhe did fo little for his honor 
—fhe feemed well to underiand 
the doétrines of grace, and Chit 
was her hope of glory. A sep 
and affecting fenfe of the infiaite 
purity of the divine characte's 
the perfedtion and holinefsof God 3 
law, were fo imprefied upon Ht 
heart that the confidered it as ut 
terly impoffible to efcape condem- 
nation, but in a way of fovereig" 
grace, thro’ the merits of re 
great Redeemer ; and in this 19° 


am 


rejoiced, becauie, “ otherwile, 





co 
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the faid, * fhe could have no 
hope.” : 

Whenever fhe heard of a revi- 
val of religion, her heart was 
made glad, and the longed for the 
univerfal extenfion of Chrift’s 
kingdom, that he might be all 
and in all. 

Her conflitution was delicate 
from her youth; but in Septem- 
ber 1800, fhe was vifited with 
that ficknefs, from which the never 
entirely recovered. This was at- 
tended with great debility, and 
her life began to,hang in doubt. 
In the fusimer following, how- 
ever, her health in fome degree 
was mended ; but frequent parox- 
ifms of pain and indifpofition, kept 
her very low and terminated in a 
gradual decline. —On the 26th of 
September laft fhe refigned her 
{pirit. During her long de- 
cline, fhe indulged, as fhe was able, 
her love for mental improvement ; 
and, with a view to this, fhe read 
much. Her choice of books was 
regulated by her refined and fpir- 
itual tafte ; and with much pleaf- 
ure fhe read Edwards’ Hittory of 
Redemption. ‘The works of the 
pious John Newton, which fhe 





much admired ; efpecially the | 


three firft volumes containing his 
Life and Letters, and his volumes 
entitled «the Meffiah.” Bifhop 


Newton on the Prophecies. Rea- | 


der and Guife ** on the Revela- 
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faid ** fhe could not attain to fuch 
high and noble exercifes.’—The 
Hiftory of the Church engaged 
her attention ; this afforded much 
entertainment, and fhe would fre- 
quently converfe upon it with de- 
light. She admired the divine 
care and prote¢tion it received in 
all its different periods and various 
dangers, from its great Head and 
Almighty Ruler ; and rejoiced in 
its profpecis of increafe and prof- 
perity in the latter day. 

But of all books, fhe read none 
with fo much delight, care, atten- 
tion andexamination as her Bisve. 
This for the laft years of her life 
fhe emphatically made the man of 
her counfel and the law of God 
was her delight. 

Thefe were helps and means 
which God had put in her power ; 
and prevented as fhe was for three 
years from going up to the houfe 
of God except once, fhe rejoiced 
in them, and profited by them, ex- 
hibiting great patience and juiti- 
fying God in all he laid upon, her 
—and it is believed that the Lord 
overruled the trial of her long 
ficknefs as the mean of producing 
amore triumphant death ; for it 
was manifeft, that as her outward 
man decayed, her inward man 
waxed itronger and ftronger. The 
taper of life wafted, but light in- 
ereafed upon her foul. 4 


As heg illnefs progrefled and 


tions.”’—The laft winter, fhe re- | the profpe€t of recovery was fled, 
peatedly read Dr. Haweis’ Ser- | a perfeét calmnefs and compofure 
mons entitled ** Evangelical Prin- | of mind attended her; fo that, 


ciples and Praétice,’’ and expreffed 
of them a high efleem, and faid, 
“ fhe never read any fermons from 
which fhe thought fhe had derived 
fo much fpiritual advantage as from 
thefe ; and the effe& was vilible. 
She efteemed Dr. Doddridge’s 
“ Rife and Progrefs,’? and read 
Mis. Rowe’s * Devout exercifes 
of the heart”? with pleafure, but 


Vot. IV, No. 9. 








altho’ the agonies of dying, even 
in contemplation, are diftreffing, 
yet the profpeét which opened to 
her view onbeing uncloathe@cau- 
fed her to with fhe might drop her 
clay. She often faid, “ J would 
not live alway—Z long to be urcloa- 
thed—I know that my Redeemer 
liveth and that I fhall fee him for 
myfelf 5 nae” Jee could but once 
x 





















fet her foot on the fores of the heav- 
enly Canaan, fhe would not wish a 
return ; that fhe had been a poor un- 
profitable Servant in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, and had no h: pe of acceptance 
with God on account of any thing 
fie had ever done, but her depend- 
ance for the enjoyment of everlafling 
hoppine/s was on the mercy of God 
throush the merits of her dear Re- 
deem:r.”” 
_ About a fortnight before her 
death, her eldeft ion afked her in 
the morning how fhe had been 
thro’ the night; fhe anfwered, 
“ Very poor—l believe L muft die. 
If I have ihe prefence of God, "tis 
no matier when.—Lt is every thing 
to have a Saviour ona dying bed! 
——This life is a mere bubble, tis only 
a fiene of diftre/s.—The pleafures of 
being with Chrift are fo great as to 
render finall and tolerable the pangs 
of dying. —-Pray that my faith fail 
not; that I may have foretaftes of 
heaven ; that 1 may have fuch views 


and profpeds of the glories of the | 


future world as not to defire to ree 


turn to the enjoyments ef this.”’— | 


Her hufband ilau.ding by her bed, 
looking at him, the faid, “* This is 
a dark and rugged riad to death. 


Ob, that when we are once thra’ the | 


gate we may not wifh to be back 

ee Seeing hi ‘ idetly af. 
again. w ceing im icendet y ale 
feéted with her Situation, the faid, 
“Tf you loved me you would rejoice 
becaufe I go to the I ather.? About 
thefame time, the faid &% her huf- 


band, “ J am unable to read, f wih | 


you to read to me.”’ He afkked her, 
if he fhould read that chapter in 
Doddridge’s Rife and Progvefs 
which he wifhed to have read to 
him ¢ his dying bed ; fhe an- 
{wered, ** Oh no! nothing but the 
PURE SCRIPTURE;” andthe 14th 
chapter of John was read.—Upon 
receiving a cluiter of grapes, the 
{mell of which was retrefhing to 
her, the faid, * O4, how I long to 
arink wine inmy Heaverly Father's 
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| kingdom.” — She often expreffed 
| herfelf that fhe was afraid the 
_ fhould be impatient to wait for her 
| difmiffal, defiring to depart. She 
converfed freely with minifters 
who vitited her repeatedly in her 
ficknefs, andgavethem the reafons 
of herhope. It would be impof- 
fible to detail at large all the faid 
on thofe occafions. T'o ‘one, the 
{poke of her affeétionate attach. 
ment to her hufband and children, 
but obferved, * fhe loved Chrif 
better’? 3 to another—“ Tha Je 
| was almoft home. That She did not 
know fhe had what was called the 
| faith of affarance, but fhe had a hope 
| of an interefl in the Lord Fefuiy 
which fhe would not part with for 
ten thoufand worlds.” On being 
alked what was the nature of the 
glory which fhe had in vew, the 
laid, * to fin no more, and to be like 
Chrift.”’ 
Some days before her death, 


her three brothers vifiting her to- 


gether, fhe addreffed them with 
' great tendernefs and affection, re- 
commending to them religion as 
| the one thing needful, and as what 
_ only could give fupport on a dying 
| bed. 

T’o her children the faid, “The 
Left lgacy I can leave you ts to defire 
you to make your calling and eledion 
fure—to prepare to meet in that great 
world, where ihere fhall be no fepa- 

ration of friends, where all foall be 
happine/s divin: 77?—and with a ree 
markable folennity added, “ let 
_ no confideration prevent your making 
it the great bufine/s of your lives; 
and if fo, a few more fans will bring 
| us to mect again.” 
| ~The morning of the day before 
| her death the delired a continuance 
| of the prayers of the church, that 
| fhe might have patience and relig- 
nation, obferving that “ tis was 
the laft time.” 
| At noon fhe faid to her huf- 


band, * Jf you fee any Signs ihat I 
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am dying do let me know it 
Welcome death—I am prepared to 
die thro’ the grace of my Redeemer 
—I hope.” —Then the expreffed 
tendernefs and concern for her 
hufband and children, and com- 
mended them to God. 

At night, whilft the agonies of 
death were upon her, fhe faid but 
little ; but retained her hope and 
confidence. About half an hour 
before fhe expired, being unable 
to fpeak, her hufband defired her, 
that if her faith and hope remain- 
ed unfhaken, and that fhe ftill de- 
fixed to depart, to give him notice 
by {queezing his hand, which the 
inftantly did; and at fix o’clock 
inthe morning fhe refigned her 
fpirit, at the age of 48 years, leav- 
ing a hufband and five children 
mourning the lofs of her whofe 
price waS‘above rubies. 

“ Oh! if my Lord would come and meet, 
“ My foul fhould ftretch her wings in 
hafte, 


“ Fly fearlefs thro’ death’s iron gate, 
“ Nor feel the terrors as fhe pafs'd. 


“ Jefus can make a dying bed 

“ Feel foft as downy pillows are, 

“« While on his breaft I lean my head, 
“ And breathemy life out{weetly there.” 


The preceding memoir, in a 
moft perfuafive manner, recom- 
mends the {weetnefs and excellen- 
cy of true religion. It calls upon 
parents.to pay the moft fedulous 
attention to the education of their 
children in the knowledge of di- 
vine truths and the praétice of re- 
ligious duties; for in this way 
impreffions very ufeful and lafting 
are often made, and the light of 
conviction hath a free operation 
onthe mind ; a tendernefs of con- 
feience is frequently produced, 
and the foul is laid open to the 
uifluences of the Holy Spirit. 

_ Religion is the one thing need- 
ial; it enhances the value of every 
oatural excellence, and affords a 
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luftre to the chara&er which no- 
thing elfe can produce. It ena- 
bles the happy fubjects of it to 
fill every ftation in which they are 
placed with the moft beautiful 
propriety, and to aé their part 
well amidft all the changing fcenes 
of human life. They enjoy prof- 
perity with moderation, and, in a 
religious view, flourifh on care 
and grow by adverfity. It isa 
balm which affords health and 
vigor to the foul when lofs of 
health brings Jangour upon the 
body. It vouchfafes an entertain- 
ment in its holy exercifes of read- 
ing, meditation and prayer which 
the world cannot give nor take 
away. It fixes the fourdation of 
happinefs upon comnmnion with 
God, and a likenefs to his moral 
image. It begets the moft pleaf- 
ing evidences of real union with 
Chrift, and the certainty of all 
things working together for their 
good. Their fouls are not unfre- 
quently permitted to reach the de- 
lightful affurance of title to eternal 
life thro’ him who died that fin- 
ners might live. Death is hereby 
difarmed of his terrors and the 
grave of its gloom. They draw 
nigh, it is true, towards the great 
conflict; but thro’ delightful views 
of things heavenly, the grace and 
glory of the Redeemer, they {mile 
at the pale enemy, often invite his 
approach, and fing as they go, 
“ O death, where is thy itling! 
O grave, where is thy victory !” 
Their faith, their patience and 
their triumph give a freth aitetta- 
tion to the truth and divinity of 
the gofpel ; they enlarge the cloud 
of witneffes, fet to their feal that 
God is true, and like our deceafed 
friend, in one of her joyful but 
dying moments, feel that * a whole 
eternity will not be too long, to blefs, 
praife and glorify God and the 
Lamb,” 
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UESDAY Morning, Au- 
guft 10, 1802. Twenty: 
eight years ago this day I was 
ordained to the work of the Gof- 
el Minifiry. I have awfully 
piled with refpecét to the difcharge 
of my duty ; but I defire to blefs 
God that he inclined my heart to 
this work, and that he hath given 
me fo much affiftance and fuccefs 
in it. There are many trials at- 
tending the minifiry; but thefe 
do not furnith any real difcourage- 
ment, either againft entering into 
it, or continuing in it. There 
are many glorious promifes to all 
the godly, and efpecially to godly 
minifters, fuch as—* Lo I am 
with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. 
fufficient for thee. Be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.”’ 

For the firft three years after I 
left college. I was much exercifed 
in mind with refpeé to my 
{piritual ftate, and with refpe& to 
entering on the miniftry. 1 had 
an advantageous offer, within that 


term, of going into mercantile 


bufinefs, and was advifed by a few 
gentlemen of my acquaintance to 
go to the bar. I rejoice that I 
did not liften to either of thofe 
propofals. One evening, after 
conferring with a Chriftian friend 
relative to my heart, as I was 
walking to my lodging, I had a 
pleafing and lively fenfe of the 
words of the Apoftle, in Rom. viii. 
35. to the end of the chapter, 
«‘ Who fhall feparate us from the 
love of Chrifl,” &c. From that 
time forward I determined, by di- 
vine permiflion, to ftudy divinity 
and to preach. Within a few 
months after, viz. January 1773. 


I laid afide my fchool in Norwich 





[Marcs, 


town, and went to the houfe of 
the Rev. Mr. Hart of Prefton, to 
purfue theological ftudies ; ang 
began to preach the June follow. 
ing. More than three years clap. 
fed from the firkttime that I hoped 
I faw the light of divine truth as 
the faints behold it, before I he. 
| gan to preach. The firft dawa 

of the glory of the Saviour on my 





uly grace is | 


foul, was on May 8, 1770, from 
| the words of Chrift in John xiy, 
| 6. “ Tam the way, and the truth, 
| and the life.” 

My firft remarkable awakening 
| commenced in the autumn of 
| 1768, jult as T had entered on my 
i laft year in college. This was 
| occafioned by dangerous ficknefs. 
| I ftrove to fhake off conviction on 
| my recovery, and efpecially after 
| my return to college (in Februa- 

ry). I once walked irto a lonely 
field in New-Haven—and after 
reflecting on my painful exercifes 
of mind, I determined to throw 
off all concern for my foul, and 
indulge in the pleafures, honors 
and riches of the world. I hadan 
opportunity on my return to my 
chamber to mingle with vain per- 
fons; but was foon after filled 
with remorfe. Often did I think 
my{lf the moft unhappy perfon 
on the earth ; as I had no hope 
towards God, and as I could not 
enjoy the world with the fame 
quiet with which manyaround me 
fecmed to enjoy it. —A fter leaving 
college in 1769, I entered oa the 
bufinefs of teaching a fchool 1 
the place of my nativity, where 
continued fix months. My trou- 
ble of mindcontinued. I was now 
perplexed with deiftical thoughts. 
I difliked the Bible becavie tt 
contains doctrines which my proud 
heart could not relifh ; but doc- 
trines which I have fince preachee- 
I read Leland’s View of Dettical 
Writers : and was rationally cov 
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vinced of the truth and infpiration 


of the Scriptures. I could get 
no peace of mind by any of my 
doings. My mind was full of 
cavils againit the doctrine of the 
atonement and of the divine fove- 
reignty in particular. I had fuch 
heart-rifings againft God as I durft 
not utter: my proud heart rofe 
againft a plan which requires en- 
tire felf renunciation, and unre- 
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ferved fubmifficn to the divine will. 
I fet apart feafons for meditation | 
and prayer, and flattered myfclf | 
that I fhould find relief by fuch | 
exertions. But I was always dif- | 
appointed in my own fchemes— | 
and often at fuch times indulged | 
awful murmurs againit the methods | 
of gofpel grace. Sometimes I 
thought that I fhould with cafe | 
find the way to heaven, if I could | 
live in a time and place of general | 
religious attention; and fought | 
to excufe myfelf from further anx- | 
iety, becaufe I was alone, or had | 
not the fociety of any confidera- 
ble number who were apparently 
fecking to obtain cternal life.— 
In this general ftate I went on, 
thinking that I was peculiarly un- 
happy and that my cafe was fin- 
gular, until the above meationcd 
May 8. In the courfe of that 
day my paft doings appeared to 
be nothing, and i was convinced 
that I had not taken one flep to- 
wards a reconciliation with God. 
In the evening, while walking in 
aroom where were feveral perfons 
difcourfing on the common affairs 
of life, I felt myfelf unufually in- 
clined to pray to God. I retired 
to bed, that I might not be dif- 
turbed. J fought unto the Lord 
for light and pardon. I begged 
that the gofpel pian might no 
longer be a ftumbling block. I 
now feemed to have dropped all 


‘ 
| 
i 
| 
i 





my former obje@ions againft it. 
: . 0 
i feemed to be willing to be ia 
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the hand of the Lord. The a- 
bove mentioned paffage in Joha 
xiv 6. came into my mind, with 
a power which had been to me 
wholly unknowa. ‘The way of 
falvation by Jefus Chrift appeared 
to be as clear as the meridian fun. 
I wondered that I had not feen it 
before—that the Jews in Chrifl’s 
time were fo blind to it—and that 
the world were fo blind to it now. 
I {pent molt of the night wighout 
fleep. The next morning there 
feemed to be a new world around 
me. The glory of God was vifi- 
ble inevery thing [ beheld. This 
frame of mind continued through 
the day.—In June following I 
went to refide in Durham in Con- 


ne@ticut, where I {pent fome 


months ina f{chcol. I returned 
back to my native place in Nov. 
1770. While in that town I 
ftrangely lot a fenfe of divine 
things, and was enfnared by the 
vanities of the world. While 
teaching a {chool a fecond time in 
Norwich énow Franklin) my mind 
was again awakened. I faw and 
Lhope lamented my backflidings. 
One night, while hard prefled with. 
the temptations of Satan, God ap- 
peared for my foul; the tempter 
fled, and my tongue broke out in 
praife. 

Ta June, 1771, I went into 
Norwich town, and began to teach 
the fchool which I taught until I 
began the fludy of divinity. As 
I never had much tafle for pro- 
mifcuous company, or noify a- 
mufements, I found little difficul- 
ty in living in as retired a manner 
as I wifhed. J was there favored 
with more ferious compauy than 
ufual ; but was in fome danger of 
being tintured with Antinomian- 
ifm, until I was, [ believe, effcet- 
ually cured by reading Mr. Ed- 
wards on Religious Affecions, 
foon after 1 began to refide at 
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Prefton. Whilein this place I had 


a favorite grove for retirement, at 
a finall difiance from my quarters : 
In that I fpent many hours—in 
meditation, felf-examination and 
prayer. God, fometimes, as I 
truft, appeared for me, when in 
the foreft, when in my chamber 
and when .in the fan@uary. I 
made it a daily petition to God 
that he would teach me by his 
wordkand fpirit; and would open 
to me my duty with refpe& to 
making a public profeffion of re- 
Bligion, and entering on the work 
ef the Chrifian miniftry. 

I did not unite with the church 
until the firft Sabbath in March 
17733; when I was received into 
the communion of the church un- 
der the paftoral care of Dr. Hart. 
In Prefton I taited the fweets and 
felt the benefits of Chriftian foci- 
ety, beyond what I had done in 
any former period of my life. If 
I am not deceived, I eujoyed pre- 
cious feafons of communion with 
God while a ftudent in divinity. 
When I commenced a preacher, 
I entered on a courfe in which I 


have travelled, with painful yet | 


pleafing, forrowful yet joyful, de- 





—— 


prefied and yet encouraging feel- | 


ings. I durft not lay much ftrefs 
on pulpit religion; and yet [have 
fometimes had fuch enlargements, 
particularly in public prayer, as 
abundantly to convince me that 
God’s gracious prefence forms 
our only happinefs aad fupport. 
In fettling in Somers, where I 
fpent the fecond Sabbath after I 
commenced a preacher, J felt that 
I had a heavy crofs to take up; 
confidering the ftate of the people, 
and my owninability. I fet apart 
a day for fafting and prayer, a fhort 
time before [ gave my anfwer to 
the requeft of the people to fettle 
with them. T felt fatisfied with 


the path of my duty relative to the 
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place of my fettlement then; and 
am convinced to this day that | 
did right in concluding to fix iq 
this part of the vineyard. While 
a candidate I could enjoy no peace, 
otly when I felt that I was not 
my own, and that I ought cheer. 
fully to fubmit to the difpofal of 
the great Head of the Church, 

The day of my ordination was 
to me afolemn day. I hope that 
amidft all my wickednefs, i have 
not forgotten the weight of ny 
charge. Since I have been in th: 
miniltry, I have had, at feafons, 
clearer views of my own corrup. 
tions, and of my abfolute depend. 
ence on fovereign grace, than at 
any former pericd of my life, I 
hope that now I know in whem 
I have believed. 

As I have looked round on my 
fellow Chriflians, I have ever ac- 
counted myfelf as among the chief 
of finners, and have found it much 
eaficr to maintain a chantable hope 
for them than for myfelf. 

For a number of years after I 
hoped myfelf to be renewed in the 
fpirit of my mind, I kept a diary, 
and had by me a written form of 
covenanting with God. I have 
long fince laid them both alide, 
except what has been wnitten in 
the form of a diary fince my pr! 
eut illnefs. Perhaps I have not 
been wife in this omiffion. Par- 
ticular Chriftians are however bet 
able to judge what is moft expedi- 
ent in their own cafe. But I have 
kept up the praétice of renewing 
covenant with God before attend- 
ing the Lord’s fupper, and # 
fome other times. 

To thee, O my God and 52¥- 
iour, Father, Son and Holy Ghott, 
do I now give up myfelf; to be 
wholly thine in time, in death, an 
forever. I rejoice in thee a5 MY 
God and portion ; and Oh! ac- 
complith thy wife and holy pur 
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ofes in thine own way, and when 
and how thou pleafeft. Oh, ga- 
ther me at lait with thy faints, 
and thine fhall be all the glory and 
the praife, world without end, 
AMEN. 


= SS 
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Extrad of a letter from a rejpefable 


charaéter in Auflinburgh, New- 
Connedicut, to one of the Editors, 
dated 29th Nov. 1803. 


“ Dear Sir, 


“] HAVE to communicate to 
you the pleafing intelligence, that 
God is verily among us, in this 


wildernefs, calling home finners | 


to himfelf. As I wrote you be- 
fore, there has been fome appear- 
ance of uncommon ferioufnefs this 


lat fummer in my family, and, as | 


I now find, in fome others. Af. 


ter my journey to Smithfield, and | 


feeing how God manifefted him- 
felf on facramental occafions, I 
tho’t it my duty to have thofe of 
my family that could attend the 
next facrament, which was to be 


ata place through the wildernefs | 


about 60 miles. Accordingly 
three of my children, with 8 or 
10 others, attended, and were 
much imprefled there. They re- 


turned on Thurfday about noon, | 
and were defirous that there might — 


be a meeting that evening. And 
notwithftanding the fhortnefs of 
the notice, God fo ftirred up the 
hearts of the people, that more 
than 60 attended. The night 
was {pent in prayer. None went 
from the place.—A folemn night! 
A number were deeply impreffed 
li their minds—Some loit their 
bodily ftrength. The next Sab- 
bath Mr. Badger preached with 
us, The people were allvery fol- 
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emn. As the affembly was dif- 
miffed and began to go out, be- 
hold three young men, each about 
16 years of age, were fallen down 
together near the door. Some of 
them had been remarkably cares 
lefs. They were in fuch agony 
of mind, that every beholder was 
ftruck with aflonifhment. Mr. 
Badger immediately went to pray- 
er, and prayed in a manner pe- 
culiarly adapted to the occafion. 
Few could refrain from weeping. 
A number of young menwho had 
begun to boaft of infidel princi- 
ples, were ftruck at that time, 
and one perfon fell. Three little 
girls, walking from the place of 
meeting with locked arms, fell on 
the ground, and loft their bodily 
ftrength—one of whom did not 
recover till after midnight, which 
night was {pent in prayer. At’ 
times to the number of eight, I 
recolle&, loit their bodily ftrength. 
But little was heard from them 
except deep fighs. Since that 
time, God appears to have been 
calling home fome poor finners, 
and among the number we hope 
fome of our family have been in- 
cluded. 

Ata meeting of our youth laft 
evening, I am informed that thir-’ 
teen were imprefied in this extra- 
ordinary manner, which is more 
than has ever happened at one 
time. Thefe marks of power are 
not limited to awakened finners. 
Many Cnriftians where the work 
has prevailed, have alfo been thus 
‘affected under a fenfe of divine 
truth.” 





ORDINATION. 


On Wednefday the 15th iaft. 
ithe Rev. Shubael Bartlett was or- 
_ dained to the paftoral care of the 
|fecond Church and Society in 
| Eaft Windior. The Rev. 4an- 
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drew Yates made the introdu€tory 
prayer; the Rev. Zebulon Ely 
preached the Sermon from Aéts 
xx. 24; the Rev. Nehemiah Prud- 
den made the confecrating prayer ; 
the Rev. David M‘Clure, D. D. 
gave the Charge; the Rev. a 
ry A. Rowland gave the Righ 
Hand of Fellowfhip ; and See 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs made the 
concluding prayer. 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 





A fight of Death. 
OW terrible muft be the pang 
Of the laft parting breath ? 


Whale nature, ftruggling, fainting, yields 
To cold, refiftlefs death ? 


1. 


2. Th’ immortal fpirit, difengag’d 
With a long piercing groan, 

At once its habitation leaves, 
And flies to worlds unknown. 


3. And am I mortal? Muft I mect 
This dreadful conflict tao? 





Mutt I, perhaps this day, this hour, 
Bid all below adieu ? 


4. Mutt foon my fichh, thus loathfome, 
fink, 
To greedy worms a prey? 
And up to heav’n’s tremendous bar 
My fpirit wing her way? 


5. Trembling I feek fome guardian arm 
Cloth’d with unbounded pow’r; 
Jefus, thou only cantt fuftain 
The foul in fuch an hour, 


6. This king of terrors thou haft foil'd 
While bow’d beneath his Rroke ; 
Thy bleeding hand pluck’d out his hing, 

His boafted armor broke. 


7. From the dark prifon of the grave, 
Behold the Congq’ror rife! 

Hark how the heavenly hofts proclaim 
His triumph through the tkies! 


8. For rebels he endur’d the crofs, 
Unmeafurable love! 

And for his meancft child prepares 
Eternal joys above. 

g. Then why, dear Jefus, hould I fhrink, 
If thou indeed art mine? 

Cheerful I’d leave this low abode, 
And foar away to thine. 


ASPASIO. 


Denaticas to the Miffionary Society of Conneticut. 
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¥rom a Fricud of Miffions, g00 Sermons on the Prodigal Son. 








